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The water’s rising
These views of the Maple River along Interstate 94 show that the water levels throughout Cass 

County are rising rapidly. A few ditches and fields to the south of the frontage road connecting Cassel-
ton and Mapleton are filled to the brim with leftover patches of ice and increasingly more water.

By Sarah Sorvaag
On Wednesday, March 10, the 

Chase Steel Building was the site 
of a press conference hosted by Cass 
County Engineer Keith D. Berndt 
and Sheriff Paul Laney. They dis-
cussed the volunteer effort needed 
to combat potential flooding in rural 
areas and the county’s plan to con-
form to the needs of local residents.

Since the county’s sandbag op-
eration center opened on March 8, 
between 18 and 24 low-risk county 
inmates had been working eight-
hour shifts, building an emergency 
reserve supply of sandbags. In one 
week’s time the inmates filled about 
20,000 sandbags.

According to Berndt, empty 
sandbags would be available for 
purchase at five cents per bag and 
sand would become available, start-
ing March 15.

“This is reasonable for homeown-
ers and alleviates waste issues,” 
Berndt said.

The county and other agen-
cies including the National Guard, 
Army Corps of Engineers, the Cass 
County Sheriff’s Department, and 
FEMA will support rural communi-
ties’ needs as the spring flood pro-
gresses.

“It’s up to each community to set 
up and we’ll work with communi-
ties,” Berndt stated.

Sheriff Laney explained that 
county officials were satisfied with 
their level of preparation as of 
Wednesday.

“So far we are comfortable with 
where things are. We’ll prepare for 
the worst and hope for the best.”

Bonnie Johnson, Cass County 
Public Information Officer, stated 
that on Monday the City of Fargo 
will allow the county to utilize one 
of their sandbag filling machines.

“While the machine fills a bag ev-
ery seven seconds, it takes about 60 
to 70 volunteers to staff a machine. 
Fargo has agreed to allow Cass 

County staff a complete spider for 
Monday and Tuesday, so we expect 
to turn out over 100,000 bags,” she 
said.

On Monday, March 15, the coun-
ty successfully produced 50,000 
sandbags as intended and planned 
to fill another 50,000 on Tuesday for 
rural use.

According to Johnson, the Cass 

County Government has remained 
in a state of readiness in anticipa-
tion for additional precipitation 
and rising water levels. Following 
last year’s flood, department heads 
dissected the 2009 flood and put to-
gether an after-action document.

County leaders prepare for flood

Photo By Sarah Sorvaag / The Reporter
Cass County Engineer Keith D. Berndt (left) and Cass County 

Sheriff Paul Laney stand next to a row of pallets topped with sand-
bags inside the Chase Steel Building on Wednesday.
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The Sheyenne River is expected to crest at major flood level at 21 feet on Monday, March 22, 
with the river levels rising to 20 feet by Saturday. This is around the same level that the river 
hit last year. 

The City of Kindred held a flood preparation meeting on Tuesday, March 16. The full story 
from that meeting and other Kindred area flood fight coverage will be next week’s issue of The 
Cass County Reporter. 

On Saturday, March 13, about 20 Kindred area residents filled sandbags for the City of Kin-
dred. Residents involved included (back row, left to right) Pam Liebenow, Dawn Johnson, Mike 
Gustafson, Ernie Wagner, Linda Strommen (sitting, middle) and Philip Rostad (right). The sand-
bagging efforts took place at Dakota Ag Co-op, Kindred. 

By Amanda Gades
Recent and the increased work to 

the Swan Creek Diversion have put 
Casselton in a good spot. Both city and 
county officials believe Casselton will 
not see significant flooding in the days 
to come and may not even see Fargo 
area evacuees like last year or detour 
traffic. 

“At this point, I’m not seeing any 
issues [that would result in flooding],” 
stated Casselton Public Works Super-
visor Kevin Mayer, who lead a one 
hour flood information meeting for city 
residents. “Swan Creek has really al-
lowed water to flow through the area. 
It’s working out great. It’s a huge ben-
efit. I know everyone is paying for it, 
but it’s one of those benefits that is re-
ally good.  Based on what we saw last 
year, the dikes have really helped us 
out. They worked like a charm. There 
is no plan to build clay dikes.”

Increased traffic thru town is not 
likely to happen this year as Interstate 
29 was raised recently stated Mayer.  

Chief Deputy Jim Thoreson also 
spoke at the meeting and explained 
that the county has been working 
hard and is ready for a flood. 

“We are ready to go,” said Thore-
son. “Last year was sheer panic. Ev-
erybody went to work. Two years ago, 
38 feet was real scary now people 
think that is nothing.” 

Hospitals and nursing homes are 
hoping to keep everyone in place un-
less the waters get above 40-41 feet 
added Thoreson. 

Thoreson does not anticipate sev-
eral agencies to be based out of Cassel-
ton like last year. Nor does he believe 
there will be a mandatory evacuation 
out of Fargo. 

“It doesn’t work anyway,” said 
Thoreson. 

On Wednesday or Thursday of this 
week, the members of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service will arrive in the area to help 
with flood services as needed, accord-
ing to Thoreson. 
Preparation by city, residents

Some of the work that the city has 
done to get prepare for a possible flood 
include arranging for sandbags, sand, 
poly, removing snow from drainage 
areas and declaring an emergency 
(This was approved and signed by the 
mayor at the March 8 City Council 

meeting).  Following a signature from 
a city’s mayor, the county, state and 
president need to declare an emergen-
cy to activate resource like the Corps 
of Engineers. 

The city also arranges for assis-
tance from local contractors like Jer-
ry’s Excavating who will help with ice 
jambs and other issues as requested, 
stated Mayer.   

Homeowners can take action to 
get their home and family ready. Sug-
gestions offered by Mayer consisted of 
brushing snow away from house, have 
the sump pump drain into street and 
not city sewer system, make sure your 
down spouts are down and have an 
emergency flood plan that all family 
members are aware of. 
Steps taken once a possible flood 
would start

Public works employees have a 
monitoring system for specific spots 
in the city. These are: the Highway 
10 bridge west of Casselton, the rail-
road bridge by Tinta Tawa Park and 
by Highway 18. As of right now, the 
water levels are not a concern, stated 
Mayer. 
Stay informed 

There are several ways that you 
can stay informed during this time of 
flooding in portions of Cass County. 
The following are specific ways to stay 
in the know: 

The county has a 24-hour hotline 
set up to answer flood-related ques-
tions. The number is 297-6000.  

The city of Casselton will be send-
ing out e-mails to area residents as 
often as needed. To be part of this list, 
send an e-mail to City Auditor Brandy 
Pyle at cassaudit@casselton.net.

Other city related information and 
resources can be found at www.cassel-
ton.net.

Elevation levels and weather infor-
mation can be viewed at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s website - http://www.noaa.gov/

Residents can sign up for the Code 
Red Alert system, a reverse calling 
system that the county will use to 
notify residents. To register, log on to 
www.cityoffargo.com.

Road closures will be posted on the 
North Dakota Department of Trans-
portation website: http://www.dot.
nd.gov/travel-info/

Casselton in strong position: 
No danger of major flooding in sight 
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Casselton Public Works Supervisor Kevin Mayer gave informa-
tion on the water levels and preparation work that the city has done. 
Cass County Chief Deputy Jim Thoreson also spoke at the meeting. 
About 30 area residents were in attendance. 
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Major flooding to hit Kindred
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By Amanda Gades 
New lighting fixtures may soon 

light the way in Mapleton on High-
way 11 from Carl Olson Road to Main 
Street. 

At the March 9 meeting of the 
Mapleton City Council, a motion to go 
forward with purchasing decorative 
lighting - provided that the county pay 
a portion of the cost was unanimously 
approved. 

City Engineer Dan Viau of Moore 
Engineering presented the council 
with two different options for decora-
tive lighting. 

One possibility was to go with light-
ing poles that have plug-ins built in 
(called festoones). This would be ben-
eficial for seasonal decorations such as 
light-up Christmas wreaths, explained 
Viau. The cost for 12 of these poles is 
about $103,000. 

The second choice given was to 
purchase lighting poles without the 
plug-ins. The fee for these is estimated 
to run $84,400. 

Council member Carlita Dietz won-
dered if the city could even be talking 
about this project since decorative 
lighting was originally excluded from 
the County 11 Corridor project, which 
is being paid for through a special as-

set to residents. 
City Attorney John Shockley ex-

plained the situation. 
“The city can still purchase the 

lights, but they cannot special assess 
the cost,” stated Shockley. “The city 
can either create a separate improve-
ment district or use money from the 
general fund.” 

The city cannot specially assess the 
project under the current Highway 11 
corridor project because the lighting 
was not included in the resolution of 
necessity, explained Shockley. 

Viau has spoken with County En-
gineer Keith Burndt about lighting on 
Highway 11 and Burndt has stated 
that the county will consider paying a 
portion of the cost of the poles. 

Dietz then stated that if the county 
is willing to pay a portion of the cost, 
the lighting fees could end up to be 
a good deal. Other council members 
agreed and thought it was worth hav-
ing Viau speak with Burndt again 
about what the county is willing to 
contribute. A motion was unanimous-
ly approved to move ahead with pur-
chasing the decorative poles without 
plug-ins, depending on the funding 
from the county. 

Another area of discussion regard-

ing the Highway 11 project was the 
electrical lines. Ottertail Power Com-
pany has agreed to bury the power 
lines that are currently in place from 
Carl Olson Road to Main Street ac-
cording to Viau. The plan is for the 
company to have this done during the 
construction of the Highway 11 Corri-
dor Project, which is set to be worked 
on this summer. 
Slumping river bank

The river bank by the levee is 
slumping and could result in weaken-
ing the dam. 

Viau has submitted a grant to 
North Dakota State Water Commis-
sion to fund the costs of doing an engi-
neering study. 

The review process is likely to be 
delayed due to upcoming flooding is-
sues according to Viau.     
Upcoming city meetings 

The City of Mapleton will hold 
their next regular monthly meeting 
on Tuesday, April 13 at 6 p.m. in city 
hall. 

A special meeting regarding flood-
related information will be held on 
Thursday, March 18 at 7 p.m. in city 
hall.

Mapleton reconsiders lighting on Highway 11

By Amanda Gades 
Area racers and racing enthusi-

asts can once again mark their calen-
dars for an exciting racing night come 
this summer. Prior to an official lease 
agreement between Danny Schatz 
and the Red River Valley Fair Associ-
ation (RRVFA) on March 9, this year’s 
racing season was up in the air and 
likely to not happen at all. 

A motion to accept the three-year 
speedway lease agreement between 
Schatz and the RRVFA was unani-
mously approved by the RRVFA ex-
ecutive board at the special meeting 
on March 9. The motion included al-
lowing Schatz to move ahead with his 
proposal to put in a water retention 
pond and alter the track from a 1/2 
mile to a 3/8 mile. 
 “It’s a huge relief,” said Schulz as 
he reacted to the lease agreement be-
ing complete. “We’ve been working on 
this since the first part of October. The 
amount of lambasting that we have 
taken here - that was very unneces-
sary. If they would have just asked 
the questions, everything would have 
been fine.  We’re very happy that it is 
all done because now we can move for-
ward.” 
 The lease results in a $20,000 
annual payment to the RRVFA by 
Schatz according to the contract. He 
will also pay for all utilities such as 
electrical, water, sewer, garbage and 
Internet access. 
Background 

On Feb. 12, Danny Schatz had 
pulled his offer to lease the track af-
ter about three and a half months 
of negotiations. Then, on Feb. 18, 
the RRVFA received a fax from Ivan 
Sailer [the speedway promoter that 
Schatz has hired] simply stating that 
they wanted to return to the negotiat-
ing table. 

 Since then, Schulz had two meet-
ings regarding the lease - one with 
Sailer and one with Schatz, his at-
torney, RRVFA Board President 
Bill Hoffmann and RRVFA Attorney 
Jonathan Garaas. The meetings were 

fruitful and resulted in a lease agree-
ment that both parties supported. 

“The paperwork wasn’t quite the 
way that we wanted it but got it ad-
justed and we are satisfied going for-
ward,” stated Schatz. 

Hoffmann stated that the approved 
contract is similar to the first contract 
that was offered to Schatz. 

“There have been very minor 
changes,” stated Hoffmann. 

The contract includes 20 Wednes-
day nights of racing and 10 other 
nights as requests. Schatz will need 
to request the other nights in writ-
ing at least six weeks in advance to 
ensure that there is not a scheduling 
conflict with the RRVFA explained 
Hoffmann. 

The scheduled rain day according 
to the contract is the Thursday fol-
lowing the day after a race had been 
scheduled. 

One stance for the RRVFA that 
has remained consistent is that there 
will not be any races during Big Iron 
due to security concerns. 

“There is no way that we could 
have races during Big Iron,” explained 
Hoffmann. “There will not be any rac-
es from Labor Day on.” 

(Big Iron 2010 is to be held Sept. 
14 - 16.) 
Changes ahead 

Schatz has now been given the 
green light to move forward with his 
renovation proposals including both 
the retention pond and altering the 
shape of the track. 

The retention pond is needed for 
drainage according to Schatz. 

“The drainage at the speedway is 
not adequate,” described Schatz. “We 
need to be able to have good drainage 
so that when it rains we can still put 
on a program.” 

A 3/8 mile track will be construct-
ed to add to the excitement of racing 
at the speedway. 

“A lot of people have experienced 
expensive nights of racing at this 
track,” stated Schatz. “We wanted to 
be able to bring more action and allow 

more passing.” 
The immediate changes to the 

track were a little surprising to Hoff-
mann. 

“I thought that he may have kept 
the track as is for the first season,” 
Hoffmann said. 

Hoffmann adds that he hopes that 
racing, under the operation of Schatz 
is successful. 
 “We [the RRVFA] want racing, but 
we could not financially continue to do 

it,” Hoffmann stated. 
 Financially, the RRVFA is hoping 
to gain quite a bit as the RRVFA staff 
will not be involved in working at the 
track. 
 “We’ll probably cut back on the 
part-time staff that we bring in over 
the summer,” said Schulz. “This will 
also cut down on over-time hours 
[for people who helped prepare the 
track].” 
A preview of the 2010 season 

Schatz is looking forward to the 
upcoming racing season. 

“Hopefully, we can be in a situ-
ation where we can break even and 
provide entertainment for the Fargo-
Moorhead residents,” he said. “We 
want to provide some things that fans 
can enjoy in a friendly and exciting 
environment.” 

Some of the events occurring dur-
ing this season include a June 23 ap-
pearance by NASCAR’s Tony Stewart, 

who is a two-time Sprint Series cham-
pion and an appearance by NASCAR 
superstar Kenny Schrader. There will 
also be other celebrities and dignitar-
ies from the area, stated Schatz. 

“Racing has been good to us,” stat-
ed Schatz. “We want to extend our 
experiences to the Fargo-Moorhead 
community and hope to offer a great 
time.” 

Racing to continue in West Fargo

Image Courtesy of the Red River Valley Fair Association 

 The lease between Danny Schatz and the Red River Valley Fair Association (RRVFA) was unanimously approved by the Executive Board 
during the March 9 special meeting. The agreement is for three years with an option to renew after that. Three years was the maximum 
that could be offered to Schatz without the lease being required to go before the 50-member RRVFA board. 

By Sarah Sorvaag
On March 15, the Central Cass 

School Board met and discussed a 
wide variety of topics, including sev-
eral open enrollment applications, 
the 2010-2011 academic calendar, 
and other new business.

During the discussion about the 
consent agenda, Business Manager 
Pam Utt stated that the deadline for 
school board candidate applications 
is April 9.

The board approved the consent 
agenda, including the financial state-
ments. 

New business items included ap-
proving Susan Schmidt’s early retire-
ment contract agreement, the super-
intendent evaluation, membership in 
the Rural Cass County Multi-District 
Special Ed Unit, open enrollment ap-
plications, the 2010-2011 calendar, 
and the resignation of the elementary 
music teacher effective at the end of 
the current school year.

Ann Ueland mentioned that the 
superintendent evaluation went well 
and the consensus was that Central 
Cass representatives are satisfied 
with Mark Weston’s performance at 
Central Cass.

Weston emphasized his plan to 
continue opening up the line of com-
munication between the administra-
tion and board members.

In contrast to corresponding via 
e-mail with board members, Weston 
stated, “I would prefer to sit down 
and discuss what’s happening at the 
school.”

There were five requests for open 
enrollment and all were accepted. 
Only one student’s application was 
discussed in depth due to the child’s 
birthday being after August 1. 

“We want to grow as a district,” 
Weston explained.

“Our numbers are high enough 

that with or without these applicants; 
they (the grade sizes) are kind of set 
in stone,” Elementary Principal Chris 
Bastian stated.

There are currently three sections 
of kindergarten, each with approxi-
mately 20 students. There are 340 
students total in grades kindergarten 
through five. 

The applications were approved 
by the board.

The 2010-2011 calendar was the 
next item on the agenda. The calen-
dar examined by board members, but 

not officially finalized, set the first 
day of staff in-services at Aug. 16 and 
lists classes as starting on Aug. 18. 
School would be out for Christmas 
break from Dec. 23-Jan. 2. The last 
day of class would be May 18, with 
graduation on May 22.

“We don’t want to put too many 
things on the plate,” Weston said 
when referring to the overall time-line 
and discussion of in-service days.

The first and second quarters are 
set to potentially have 42 contact 
days each. The third quarter would 

have 46 contact days and the fourth 
would include 44 days.

Weston mentioned his discussion 
with Kindred’s administration about 
having unbalanced contact days be-
tween semesters. He referenced the 
challenge teachers face when it comes 
to having an uneven number of days 
and he plans to continue considering 
necessary calendar updates. 

Central Cass School Board discusses 2010-2011 academic calendar

Photo By Sarah Sorvaag / The Reporter
Mark Weston (right) discusses the open enrollment applications and criteria for approval with board 

members.

Fire in Kindred destroys 
building, firefighter hurt

By Amanda Gades 
On March 12, a blaze at Kindred 

Kabinets destroyed the business, the 
apartments above it and sent one fire-
fighter to the hospital. 

The Kindred Fire Department was 
called to the blaze at 470 Elm St. at 
2:18 p.m. according to Fire Chief Ken 
Blilie. Davenport Fire Department 
was called immediately for mutual 
aid. Leonard and Horace Fire District 
were called during the battle. In total, 
about 35 to 40 firefighters assisted at 
the scene.   

According to Blilie, the incident 
began when Kindred Kabinets owner 
Craig Roe was using an electric planer 
to cut a piece of wood. The wood had a 
screw in it and the planer heated up 
the screw and threw it in a corner of 
the room where there was sawdust. 

A small fire then ensued, which Roe 
attempted to put out with his foot, but 
he was unsuccessful, explained Blilie. 

Roe’s next and final approach was 
to put out the blaze with a fire extin-
guisher from the next room. 

“By the time Craig got back to the 
room, the blaze was too big to be put 
out with the fire extinguisher,” said 
Blilie. 

A singed beard and minor injuries 
to his hand were the only injuries that 
Roe endured before leaving the build-
ing. 
Firefighter suffers from smoke in-
halation

Kindred firefighters Darin Walters 
and Rich Schock were the first to go in-
side the building. 

Not long after attempting to extin-
guish the fire, Schock’s self-contained 
breathing apparatus (SCBA) failed 
and he got smoke into his mask ex-
plained Kindred Fire Department 

Training Director Ben Willey. 
Schock was taken to a Fargo hos-

pital where he was treated for car-
bon monoxide and cyanide poisoning. 
Schock stated on March 15 that he has 
recovered from the incident.  
A hard fought effort 

It took approximately one and 
a half hours to control the fire after 
the building had been secured stated 
Blilie. 

The firefighters fought the blaze for 
about seven and a half hours as they 
returned back to the department at 
about 10 p.m. on Friday night. 

The large flares and major fire was 
believed to be aided from flammable 
material inside Kindred Kabinets such 
as sawdust, staining materials, gun-
shells and plywood described Blilie. 

The building is a total loss. 
The apartments above Kindred 

Kabinets were also destroyed stated 
Blilie. The renters were not inside the 
apartments when the blaze occurred, 
but were notified. They did have a 
place to stay on Friday night, accord-
ing to Blilie. 

Representatives from the Salvation 
Army were at the scene and helped 
provide the renters with clothing, food 
and a place to stay. 

The Kindred Senior Center suffered 
smoke damage from this incident. No 
one inside of that building was hurt as 
they evacuated upon smelling smoke, 
explained Blilie.  

Kindred firefighters returned to 
the scene on Saturday to look over the 
hot spots and make sure that none of 
them had started a fire. 

Also responding to the scene were 
the Cass County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Kindred Ambulance. Calendar - Page A-11

“We all agreed we did many 
things well and we were able to 
itemize things we could do better. 
We presented much of this informa-
tion to our elected Board of Commis-
sioners and shared it with out state 
partners. Since 2009, we have not 
really taken a break on flood fight-
ing improvements,” Johnson said.

“When 2010 rolled around, and 
the county knew that with a wet 
fall, the existing snow pack, and the 
levels of the stream and rivers, we 
would be facing another spring of 
flooding, we all went right back to 
the drawing board to begin the plan-
ning process once again. For the past 
eight weeks or so, we have pulled 
out all the stops on our planning ef-
forts to be sure we have everything 
covered,” Johnson explained.

Last year, the county had about 
two-and-half to three million sand-
bags in rural areas and small incor-
porated cities.

“We want to be in a position to 
deal with Mother Nature pro-ac-
tively, not reactively. While we can-
not stop the water, we hope we can 
make life easier for those in Cass 
County who have homes and busi-
nesses that may be affected,” she 
added. 

According to Johnson, the pal-
lets of sandbags at the Chase Steel 
Building will be used only in emer-
gency situations.

“Our stored sandbags are to as-
sist with homes on the wet side of 
clay levees or for emergency re-
sponses by the National Guard 
Quick Response Team. We then 

load up filled sandbags and deliver 
directly to the emergency location,” 
she stated.

The Cass County Emergency Op-
eration Center started taking calls 
on Monday, March 15. The phone 
number is 701-297-6000.

“Cass County will be in full oper-
ational flood mode starting on Mon-
day. Resident homeowners should 
do the same. We will be working 
with the Army Corps of Engineers 
to construct temporary clay levees 
as quickly as the contracts can be 
drawn up. We have accelerated 
these efforts based on the latest pro-
jected rise in the Red, followed by 
crest of the Wild Rice and Sheyenne 
Rivers,” Johnson said.

County - From Front



LifestyleMarch 17, 2010
Cass County Reporter A-3

 It’s Your Lucky Week at.. .
 Our Bistro Will Be 

 Preparing Special Treats All 
 Week In Celebration of 

 St. Patrick’s Day

 You’ve Never Had Them Like Ours!
 (Unless you had them last year!)

 Wednesday & Thursday
 March 17 & 18

 414 Main, Lisbon, ND
 .. Home  Garden  Lattes

 Est. 2005

 On Main Ho den attes ..

 We’re Lucky 
 To Have YOU 

 As A Customer!
 Happy St. Pat’s 

 Day & Many 
 Thanks To Ye!

 701-683-2005
 414 Main St., Lisbon

 Homemade  Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Until Gone!

 Enjoy Irish Specialties 
 All Week Long!

 Afternoon Tea Time...
 Enjoy a Cup of 

 Harney Tea Served With
 a Homemade Irish Scone...

 Treat Yourself With An...
 Irish Cream Latte

 Open 10:00-5:30 M-F
 10:00-5:00 Sat. 

 Saturday Morning Spring Break
 Champagne Brunch 

 th 

 Featuring Katelyn Birklid & Friends Live Music
  Call for Reservations 683-2005

CASSELWOOD
612 North 5th Street, Casselton

701-347-5631

Come for 
friendship & pie!!Pie Day

Thursday, March 18

2:30 p.m.

DEEP FRIED TURKEY DINNER
Sponsored by Davenport Lutheran Church

Sunday, March 21
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Davenport Community Center

Deep Fried Turkey, Potato, Corn, Coleslaw, 
Dessert & Beverages

Adults: $7 • Kids 10 & Under: $4

Come Celebrate
the Marriage of Howard 

and Marilyn Gohdes 

Hagges Bar & Grill

Featuring:

New
Website!
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42 Langer Ave., Casselton
(Old Dairy Queen)

347-9999

To Our Valued Customers:
We apologize if our food has not met your 
past and/or present expectations.

We changed suppliers and have not been 
satisfied ourselves.  We will be changing 
back to our original supplier within the next 
couple weeks.

We apologize for any unsatisfactory meals 
and hope you will continue to dine with us 
as we strive toward the high quality of food 
we are, and continue to be known for.

Thanks,
Melissa Lund, Tammy Drake & Lisa Bladow

Maxwell Baril
Weston and Michelle (McDou-

gall) Baril are the parents of a son, 
Maxwell Raymond. He was born 
February 2. He joins a sister, Lau-
ren, 6 and a brother, Jackson, 2.

Grandparents are Jerry and 
Elaine Gorden, Buxton; Scott Baril, 
Maple Bay, Minn.; Ron and Judy 
McDougall, Wahpeton; and Dave 
and Becky Elbert, Fargo. 

Great-grandparents are Agnes 
and Raymond Burdick, Milbank, 
S.D.; Ethel McDougall, Fargo, Rita 
Halland, Tower City, Elmer Hal-
land, Arthur Good Samaritan Cen-
ter and Norvin Elbert, Grafton.

Morgan McDonald
Chris and Kelly McDonald, 

Leonard are the parents of a baby 
girl. Morgan Lea was born on Janu-
ary 20, 2010 in Fargo.  She weighed 
7 lbs. and was 21 inches long.  She 
joins two brothers, Cort and Jack, 
ages 5 and 3.

Grandparents are Greg and Di-
ana Wessels and Roger and Virginia 
McDonald, Leonard.  

Great-grandparents are Perry 
and Helen Kistler, Wilma Wessels 
and Frieda Schauer, all of Leonard.

Stratton-Hendrickson
Stan and Dawn Stratton, Littleton, Colo., are pleased to announce the 

engagement of their daugher, Saryn Suzanne to Garrett Hendrickson, son 
of Todd and Rebecca Hendrickson, Lees Summit, Mo., formerly of Cassel-
ton.

Saryn is a student at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah majoring 
in Biology.  Garrett is a 2007 graduate of Central Cass High School and is 
currently enrolled in Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, majoring in 
Business.

An April 29 wedding is planned in the Denver Colo. LDS Temple.  An 
Open House will be held in their honor at the home of Bryan King, 1637 
Winslow Ct, West Fargo on May 21 from 6-8 p.m.

Engagements

An open house bridal shower will 
be held for Hope Adrian on Sunday, 
March 21 at 3 p.m. in St Peter’s Lu-
theran Church, rural Leonard. Hope 
is the bride to be of Erik Hagen. 

The couple is registered at Tar-
get and Bed Bath and Beyond.

Charleen Greuel
 An open house celebrating Char-

leen’s 75th Birthday will be held 
Saturday April 3 from 3-7 p.m. at 
the Vista Inn & Suites of Fargo, lo-
cated at 1340 21st Ave S. (formerly 
Prairie Rose/Expressway).

The celebration will be hosted by 
her daughters: Kim (Ed) Samuelson, 
Kathy (Jeff) Morken, Kari (Dale) An-
derson, Kelly Beilke (Lowell Albert) 
and their families. (No gifts please).

 We aren’t sending out personal 
invitations, but this will be in The 
Forum and the Cass County Report-
er.  Since we don’t have a lot of e-
mail addresses, would please extend 
the invitation to your family and/or 
any friends who know Mom.  We’d 
love to see you there. 

 Thanks…Kim, Kathy, Kari and 
Kelly

Births

Open Houses

Hope Adrian

Put it in the paper!
news@ccreporter.com

701-347-4493

With spring flooding likely in 
the Red River Valley, the North Da-
kota State University Equine Center 
again will open an emergency shelter 
for horses.

“Horse owners are encouraged to 
prepare for the flood by developing an 
evacuation plan,” says Carrie Ham-
mer, NDSU Extension Service equine 
specialist. “This plan should include 
where and when the horses will be 
moved and who will move them when 
owners do not have access to a truck 
and/or trailer.”

She also recommends owners 
make sure feed is moved away from 
low-lying areas because accessibility 
may become difficult once water lev-
els rise.

Here are some guidelines for 
bringing your horses to the NDSU 
Emergency Horse Shelter:

* The Equine Center will accept 
horses once the threat of the Red 
River reaching 35 feet in Fargo be-
comes imminent. The center will not 
maintain a waiting list. Owners must 
call (701) 281-1138 before arrival to 
ensure space is available.

* Horses will be housed in indi-
vidual 10- by 10-foot stalls. No turn-
out space or outdoor housing is avail-
able.

* Owners will be charged an ini-
tial fee per horse upon arrival and 
then assessed a daily fee for the du-
ration of the animals’ stay.

* Owners should bring a minimum 
of seven days of feed for their horses. 
No grain or hay will be available for 
purchase from NDSU.

* The emergency shelter will close 
seven days after the Red River falls 
below 35 feet. A list of boarding facili-
ties will be available for owners who 
are unable to return home with their 
horses at that time.

For more information about the 
Equine Center’s emergency horse 
shelter, visit http://www.ag.ndsu.
edu/ars/equine_studies/ or contact 
Shannon Eck at shannon.eck@ndsu.
edu or (701) 281-1138.

For general information on flood 
preparedness for horses, contact 
Hammer at carrie.hammer@ndsu.
edu or (701) 231-5682 or visit NDSU’s 
flood information Web site at http://
www.ag.ndsu.edu/flood.

Emergency horse 
shelter to open
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The Dakota Kid
by Lynn Hummel

Lloyd Omdahl
Former Lt. Governor of ND -Former UND Political Science professor

Loose Lips Expose Big Slips

Nude Descending a Staircase

Devils Lake Mayor: Just when you think things 
can’t get worse, they do.

Toyota’s Toyoda: Isn’t that the truth.
NDSU President Hanson: More than you will ever 

know.
Lutheran Bishop: Amen
Partisan # 1: I see Vice President Cheney went 

to the hospital to prove he has a heart.
Partisan # 2: We’ll never know. The doctors have 

been sworn to secrecy.
Dean of Students: We’ve just got to get students 

to quit binge drinking.
Social Psychologist: Maybe it would help if we got the 

parents to quit first.
Driving Instructor: North Dakota has the hap-

piest drivers – rank third in the driver misery in-
dex.

Law Enforcer: They ought to be happy – high speed 
limit, low fines, kid drivers, wild texting and smooth 
ditches.

Chancellor: That tribal council at Fort Yates is 
sure stonewalling us on the Fighting Sioux nick-
name.

UND Alumnus: The reservation wasn’t named Stand-
ing Rock for nothing.

Political Reporter: Secretary of State Al Jaeger 
is running for re-election with a broken ankle.

Political Pundit # 1: It’s a ploy to get the sympathy 
vote?

Political Pundit # 2: He’s just proving that he can win 
with one foot behind his back.

Political Pundit # 1: The Director of the Fort 
Lincoln Foundation is running for the U. S. Sen-
ate

Historian:  Deja vu the Little Big Horn all over 

again.
Birder: Boy, it’s quiet out here at South Heart. I 

don’t hear a single bird singing.
South Heartian: We have a noise ordinance. Couldn’t 

silence the noise from the bar without including the 
birds.

Flood Fighter: Every North Dakota government 
is hollering for federal flood aid and help from the 
Corps of Engineers.

Tea Partier: Yeah. Big government comes in handy 
once in a while. It’s disgusting.

Fiscal Watchdog: I see where Senator Conrad is 
on Barack’s new budget-balancing committee

Skeptic: Yeah, he has a deck chair right next to the 
rail.

Fiscal Watchdog: At least he’s on board.
NDSU Extensionist: Did you see where North 

Dakota leads the nation in 12 crops – barley, navy 
beans, pinto beans, canola, flax, honey, lentils, 
peas, nonoil and oil sunflowers, durum and spring 
wheat. 

Fargo mayor: They forgot the thirteenth - sandbags.
Apologist: Sarah Palin said God wrote notes on 

His hand, too.
GOP Moderate: Hiding behind God won’t help. He’s 

not her kind of Republican.
Eastern Watchdog: North Dakota ranks 2nd per 

capita for earmarks? What do you say to that?
North Dakota Beneficiary: Oink! Oink!
Legislator: They’re initiating a measure requir-

ing that legislators must read all bills before vot-
ing on them.

Critic: The problem isn’t reading – it’s understand-
ing.

The title of this article caught your attention didn’t 
it?  In 1912 a French artist named Marcel Duchamp cre-
ated a bit of a stir with his painting “Nude Descending A 
Staircase.”  You can see the painting on the internet, but 
you must understand the painting is considered a work 
of modern art.  The “body parts” are conical and cylindri-
cal elements in yellow ochres and browns arranged in 
such a way as to suggest rhythm and overlapping mov-
ing figures.  The painting shows no specific body parts 
and gives no clue as to the age, sex, individuality or 
character of it’s subject.

When the painting came out, it was rejected by the 
Paris gallery Salon des Independants.  The following 
year, in 1913, it was shown at the Armory Show in New 
York and was considered scandalous.  The painting was 
widely criticized by critics who were accustomed to natu-
ralistic art.  One critic writing for the New York Times 
said the painting should be called “Explosion in a Shin-
gle Factory.”  It was probably the title that caused all the 
stink.  The painting can be seen today as part of a per-
manent collection in the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

What I know about art, the art of painting and sculp-
ture, wouldn’t fill a thimble.  (When is the last time you 
saw a thimble?)  My dad had artistic talent but he passed 
it all along to my brother and none to me.  I can just look 
and enjoy or not enjoy, understand or not understand.  
And wonder.

The reason we have art is that we all crave some-
thing beyond sweat and tears, making a living, grow-
ing old and dying.  Something that makes us more than 
robots, computers, machines or smart dogs.  John Paul 
Richter, the German humorist said “art is indeed not the 
bread but the wine of life.”  But what does it mean?  Al-
fred Tonnelle wrote that “the artist does not see things 
as they are, but as he is.”  That means that if 10 artists 

painted the same object there would be 10 distinctive 
and different pictures of the same thing.  That could ex-
plain a lot of art.

One painting we’ve all seen is “American Gothic” by 
Grant Wood.  This is a painting of an older middle aged 
couple.  The man is bald, has glasses, wears a black 
dress jacket over a white shirt and a pair of bib overalls 
and he’s holding a pitchfork.  He looks determined.  His 
wife has her hair parted in the middle and she’s wearing 
a very businesslike black dress with a white collar and 
a brooch at the neck with what looks like an apron over 
the outfit.  There is a barn or farmhouse in the back-
ground.  You would recognize this pitchfork painting in 
a blink.  Wood painted the gothic in 1930.  If he didn’t 
paint the couple as they were, but as he was, what was 
on his mind?  This couple may have just returned from 
church to the hard, gritty life on a prairie farm during 
the depression.  It that what Wood intended?  That’s 
what I saw, you might see something else.

Andrew Wyeth, a great American painter, painted 
“Albert’s Son” in 1959.  The painting is of a boy, about 9 
years old, standing with his arm up on a post looking out 
from a dark building, probably a barn.  He looks off wist-
fully into the distance.  Has he just lost his pet dog?  Did 
his dad (Albert) die?  Is he just lonely?  Did the painting 
reflect Wyeth’s mood or the boy’s?

Go to the library and pull encyclopedia P then turn 
to “Painting.”  There you will find page after page of the 
work of artists portraying family closeness, fear, faith, 
gloom, joy, grief, landscapes, still life, the creation, heav-
en, hell, beauty, fun, geometric forms, random colors, all 
the shapes styles and vision of the imagination and all 
the faces and moods of mankind.  They make us stop and 
look.  Sometimes we have to finish the chores early so we 
have a few minutes for just looking and wondering. 

The threat of spring flooding is looming – and live-
stock producers are no exception to the devastating toll 
when flood waters rise.  Cass County Extension is urg-
ing livestock producers to be proactive by taking precau-
tions and making plans to move livestock out of low-ly-
ing areas prone to flooding.  Even producers that do not 
live in close proximity to the Red, Sheyenne, Wild Rice 
or Maple River should exercise caution and make ar-
rangement with the potential threat of over-land flood-
ing, similar to last year.  Visit with family, friends, and 
neighbors to establish a plan if it becomes necessary to 
relocate stock and/or feed resources before it’s too late.

Dr. Charlie Stoltenow, NDSU Extension Veterinar-
ian, released an advance warning to livestock produc-
ers regarding stock piling feed/hay resources in case of 
flooding.  This information can be found at http://www.
ag.ndsu.edu/flood under the Farm & Ranch section un-
der the title “Make Plans to Move Livestock, Hay Now.”

If it does become necessary for a producer to relo-
cate animals out of their own facilities to a public facil-
ity there are a few things the producer should keep in 
mind.  Many of the individuals who are willing to house 
displaced animals are doing so out of the kindness of 

their hearts.  An individual should not be surprised if 
the facility requires a deposit and “per diem” payment 
to house your animals to cover cost of facilities, feed or 
boarding.  In addition – the producer may be required to 
bring in their own feed and/or bedding.  Finally, emer-
gency shelters are not set up to accommodate long-term 
housing.   If you feel you cannot properly house or care 
for livestock immediately after flood waters recede - 
make sure you communicate that with facility manager 
who is sheltering your animals. 

The NDSU Equine Center has announced the open-
ing of an emergency horse shelter that will activate once 
the Red River flood stage has reached 35 feet in Fargo.  
Information regarding the policies and procedures of 
this facility please visit www.ag.ndsu.edu/ars/equine_
studies/ or contact Shannon Eck at Shannon.eck@ndsu.
edu or (701) 281-1138.

Cass County Extension may be able to assist live-
stock producers but you should not wait to make ar-
rangements.  If you house livestock in areas prone to 
flooding – use this advance warning to your advantage!  
Contact me, Corineah Williams, for more information at 
701-241-5700 or email Corineah.williams@ndsu.edu. 

Extension Notes
Corineah Williams, North Dakota State University

Extension Agent, Cass County

Why in the world I started watch-
ing it I don’t know, but last Sunday 
I saw part of the Academy Awards 
event.  I suppose in part I was curi-

ous to see how some of the stars would be dressed and if 
anyone would try to out-outrageous that dead bird thing 
that the Icelandic singer Bjork wore in 2001.  

In case you didn’t see the photo of that memorable 
garment in the paper the other day, just imagine a dead 
swan  with its feathers as the dress, the bird’s neck 
wrapped around the singer’s neck, and the swan’s bill 
strategically falling over her right breast.  Euuw.  

I was happy to see that there were no “swan songs” 
on the red carpet this year, although Whoopi Goldberg 
looked as she had a fight with a leopard and the leopard 
lost.  I only hope no real leopards had to give their lives 
in order to make that garment.   

Anyway.  From what little I saw the other night, it 
seemed as if this year was the Attack of the Mad Ruf-
fles.  Several ladies had ruffles up one side and down the 
other of their bods, and some should have said “Whoa! 
Enough!” to the designer who wanted to add inches of 
pleated ruffles to enhance their already, ah, “generous” 
silhouettes.   

Speaking of generous silhouettes, I about flipped out 
when I saw the gown that J. Lo was wearing.  In case the 
cave you’ve been living in the past few years is as iso-
lated as mine,  you need to know that “J. Lo” is Jennifer 
Lopez, a personality who is famous for several things, 
her beauty, for one.  But even I, as far from the madding 
pop-culture crowd as I am, know that perhaps surpass-
ing J. Lo’s face in press coverage is her backside.

J. Lo, you see, has a derriere that has been described 
as “ample,” “deluxe,” “abundant,”  “voluptuous and 
curvy” and “big.”   After seeing a bunch of pictures of 
that part of her anatomy, I’d come right out and say that 
her bottom borders on the grotesque compared with the 
rest of her. And, no, it isn’t just the angle from which 
the picture was taken that confirms that J. Lo’s butt is 
b-i-i-i-g.  

How big is it?  Well, if we were living back in the day 
when ladies’ dresses had bustles, J. Lo would not need 
one.  Hers would be built in, so to speak.   Her backside 

contours could be compared to what Twiggy would look 
like if a pair of soccer balls was appended to her hinder.  
No kidding.

Speaking of “coverage,” J. Lo wears gowns that look 
like a second skin.  My mind swims to imagine what kind 
of creative tailoring has to be done to manipulate fabric 
to skim her rear end and still fit everyplace else.  

As for that dress she wore for the Oscars?  “Tight-y 
white-y” usually refers to men’s jockey shorts, but it also 
described her gown.   Furthermore, the front had some 
sort of extra fabric panel sort of floating out.  (Maybe to 
give her some balance. I dunno.)

Well, I suppose in the scheme of things I have more 
important things to think about than the angle of inci-
dence of some movie star’s rear end.  True, true, true.  
And if J. Lo’s financial bottom line is improved because 
of her physical bottom line, I guess that’s the American 
Way.   

But I’m having a bit of a mental struggle with this 
and other examples of exposure at the Oscars.  In terms 
of getting the camera’s eye and drawing the attention of 
red carpet analysts and others of that ilk, I suppose Mi-
chelle Pfeiffer’s line from “Scarface” says it all:  “Excess 
is best.”  

On the other hand, in Oscar “coverage” as well as in 
so many other things in life where we really don’t need 
to know that much about people’s lives and bodies, I’m 
more inclined to go with architect Mies van der Rohe’s 
assessment:  “Less is more.”   

I know, I know.  You’re probably harrumph-ing and 
thinking that I could have grabbed the remote and 
clicked on a re-run of Timmy and Lassie or something if 
I didn’t want to look at exposed body parts.  Of course, 
you’re right.  I chose to watch part of the Oscars.  

But the thing is, on-view body parts aren’t just a 
characteristic of Hollywood on Oscar night.  You only 
have to look around in a public place to know that.  As 
I’ve whined before, I get a bit tired of seeing exposed tops 
and bottoms and middles on people who should really, 
really keep them covered.  

After all. There should be some mysteries in life, 
shouldn’t there?   

 

Random Thoughts...about the bottom line

by Myrna Lyng

Aiding Livestock Producers During the 2010 Spring Flood

In observance of National Poison Prevention Week 
March 14 through 20, the North Dakota Department 
of Health is encouraging North Dakotans to take mea-
sures to avoid unintentional poisonings of children, 
according to Diana Read, Injury/Violence Prevention 
Program director for the Department of Health.

In 2009, a total of 3,221 calls were made to Poison 
Helpline concerning North Dakota children younger 
than six.

According to Read, children are naturally curious 
and want to explore their enviroment. They need to 
touch, feel and taste to increase their knowledge of 
the world. However, many household items should not 
be accessible to children. Instead, things that may be 
toxic to children should be placed out of reach or in a 
locked cabinet.

“By using common sense, parents and other care-
givers can prevent most poisonings,” Read said. “It’s 
very important to protect children from substances 
that can harm them. All adults should take preven-
tive measures to avoid the unnecessary and potentially 
dangerous exposure of children to poisons.”

The Department of Health recommends the follow-
ing poison-prevention measures:

* Keep all medicines, household chemicals and oth-
er poisonous substances away from children and away 
from food. Never leave them on the bedside stand, 
kitchen table or bathroom counter. Lock them up if 
possible. Ask your visitors to do the same. 

* Warn children never to put medicines, chemicals, 
plants or berries in their mouths unless an adult says 
it’s OK. At an early age, teach children that some pret-
ty things, like vitamins and aspirin, can hurt them. 
Never call medicine “candy” to get a child to take it.

* Never store poison in food or beverage contain-
ers.

* Read all labels. Follow the instructions and mea-
sure carefully. Open and take medicines only when the 

lights are on.
* Put all unused medications in a sturdy, securely 

sealed container and then in the trash can where chil-
dren and pets can’t reach them. You can also dispose 
of them through the North Dakota Attorney General’s 
Take Back Program. To find out more about the pro-
gram, visit www.ag.nd.gov/PrescriptionDrugAbuse.
htm.

* Do not carry medicine in your purse or diaper bags 
because children like to play with them.

* Do not put decorative lamps and candles that con-
tain lamp oil where children can reach them because 
lamp oil is very toxic.

* Keep windows and/or doors open or run fans when 
using strong cleaning products. Never mix cleaning 
products together.

* Have the national poison control phone number 
with other emergency contacts. Telephone stickers and 
magnets with the phone number are available from the 
North Dakota Department of Health.

In case of a poisoning or a questionable episode, 
people should do the following:

* Do not give the person anything to eat or drink. 
Call the Poison Control Center at 800-222-1222 imme-
diately.

* Bring the product or bottle to the phone so you can 
read the label to the staff at the Poison Control Center. 
Explain what was taken, how much was taken, when it 
was taken and the age and weight of the person.

* Do not give syrup of ipecac or activated charcoal 
unless told to do so by the Poison Control Center or 
your physician.

For more information about poison prevention or to 
request stickers and magnets with the national poison 
control number, contact Diana Read, North Dakota De-
partment of Health at 800-472-2286 (press 1) or visit 
www.ndpoison.org.

It’s National Poison Prevention Week
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 Fredrikson
 Funeral Chapel
 Preneed Funeral Counselors

 Kindred, ND
 Phone: 428-3419

 Lindsey-Carlson
 Funeral Home
 Markers and Monuments

 Pre-arranged Funeral Trusts

 P.O. Box 27 • 507 5th Street
 Page, ND 58064
 (701) 668-2557

Jon says:
“Let Us Make Your Memories Last Forever 

With A�ordable Memorials”

www.dakotamonument.com

For all your memorial needs call us at:
237-4343 or 800-747-5710 Jon Carley

Casselton 347-4422
West Fargo 282-6699

Awarded as one of the top 8
funeral homes in the country!

Courtesy of History.com

It is known that St. Patrick was 
born in Britain to wealthy parents 
near the end of the fourth century. 
He is believed to have died on March 
17, around 460 A.D. Although his 
father was a Christian deacon, it 
has been suggested that he prob-
ably took on the role because of tax 
incentives and there is no evidence 
that Patrick came from a particu-
larly religious family. At the age of 
sixteen, Patrick was taken prisoner 
by a group of Irish raiders who were 
attacking his family’s estate. They 
transported him to Ireland where he 
spent six years in captivity. (There 
is some dispute over where this cap-
tivity took place. Although many be-
lieve he was taken to live in Mount 
Slemish in County Antrim, it is more 
likely that he was held in County 
Mayo near Killala.) During this 
time, he worked as a shepherd, out-
doors and away from people. Lonely 
and afraid, he turned to his religion 
for solace, becoming a devout Chris-
tian. (It is also believed that Patrick 
first began to dream of converting 
the Irish people to Christianity dur-
ing his captivity.)

After more than six years as a 
prisoner, Patrick escaped. Accord-
ing to his writing, a voice-which he 
believed to be God’s-spoke to him 
in a dream, telling him it was time 
to leave Ireland.

To do so, Patrick walked nearly 
200 miles from County Mayo, where 
it is believed he was held, to the 
Irish coast. After escaping to Brit-
ain, Patrick reported that he expe-
rienced a second revelation-an angel 
in a dream tells him to return to 
Ireland as a missionary. Soon after, 
Patrick began religious training, a 
course of study that lasted 
more than fifteen years. 
After his ordination as a 
priest, he was sent to Ire-
land with a dual mission-
to minister to Christians 

already living in Ireland and to begin 
to convert the Irish. (Interestingly, 
this mission contradicts the widely 
held notion that Patrick introduced 
Christianity to Ireland.)

Familiar with the Irish language 
and culture, Patrick chose to incor-
porate traditional ritual into his 
lessons of Christianity instead of 
attempting to eradicate native Irish 
beliefs. For instance, he used bon-
fires to celebrate Easter since the 
Irish were used to honoring their 
gods with fire. He also superimposed 
a sun, a powerful Irish symbol, onto 
the Christian cross to create what 
is now called a Celtic cross, so that 
veneration of the symbol would 
seem more natural to the Irish. (Al-
though there were a small number 
of Christians on the island when 
Patrick arrived, most Irish practiced 
a nature-based pagan religion. The 
Irish culture centered around a rich 
tradition of oral legend and myth. 
When this is considered, it is no 
surprise that the story of Patrick’s 
life became exaggerated over the 
centuries-spinning exciting tales to 
remember history has always been 
a part of the Irish way of life.

Who was 
St. Patrick?

This Weekly Church Message is sponsored by these concerned 
and responsible businesses and citizens, who urge you 
to attend your chosen house of worship this Sabbath.

Wangler’s Foods
347-4181

Casselton, ND
428-3644
Kindred, ND

633-5575
Buffalo, ND

PAGE and FINGAL, ND

(701) 668-2261 • (701) 924-8824
MEMBER FDIC

Kindred
State Bank

MEMBER FDIC
428-3121 • Kindred, ND

Farmlife Treated Products

645-2395            Leonard, ND

DEWEY’S
BAR & GRILL

Kindred, ND • 701-428-3331

Casselton & West Fargo, ND

52 South Langer Ave.
Casselton, ND 58012

347-4471

Federal Deposit Insurance Cooperation

122 6th Avenue North, Casselton, ND 58012
(701) 347-4493

P.O. Box 98 • Arthur, ND 58006

(701) 967-8914

P.O. Box 125 • Buffalo, ND 58011

(701) 633-5106

P.O. Box 70 • Casselton, ND 58012

(701) 347-4540

967-8312

Area Church Directory
Catholic

St. Agatha’s Catholic
Hope-Rev. Timothy Johnson
Saturday Mass: 5:30 p.m.

Sacred Heart
Sanborn-Rev. Timothy Johnson
Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m.

St. Agnes Catholic
Hunter-Rev. Matthew Attansey
Mass: 1st, 3rd Sundays 8:30 a.m.
Mass: 2nd, 4th Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Wed., March 10: “I Am the Light of the
 World” 6:00 p.m.

St. Benedict’s Catholic
Horace-Rev. Jared Kadlec
Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 7:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Mass: Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Mass: Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m.

St. Bernard Catholic
Oriska-Rev. Timothy Johnson
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

St. Leo’s Catholic
Casselton-Rev. James Ermer
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.
Mass: 2nd, 4th Sundays 8:30 a.m.
Mass: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10:30 a.m.

St. Maurice’s Catholic
Kindred-Father Jared Kadlec
Mass: 8:30 a.m.

St. Thomas Catholic
Buffalo-Rev. James Ermer
Mass: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 8:30 a.m.
Mass: 2nd, 4th Sundays 10:30 a.m.

St. Williams Catholic
Argusville-Father Leo Kinney
Daily Mass: Thursday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Mass: 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.

Congregational

Barrie Congregational
Rural Kindred-Rev. Chuck Belzer       
No Worship: 

United Church of Christ 
Argusville-Rev. Dorothy (Darcy) Borden
Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Lutheran

Buffalo Lutheran
Buffalo-Rev. Cathy Hedmark
Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

First Lutheran
Hunter-Rev. Julie Tillberg
Worship: 9:00 a.m.
Wed., March 3: “I Am the Good Shepherd”
 6:00 p.m.
Gardner  United   Lutheran
Gardner-Rev. Tim Bauer
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.

Good Samaritan Center
Supply Pastor
Worship: 10:15 a.m.

Gift of God Lutheran (CLC)
Mapleton - Rev. Matthew Gurath
Worship: 9:00 a.m.

Grace Lutheran
Grandin-Rev. Michael Kessler
Worship: 8:30 a.m.

Herby Lutheran
Argusville-Rev. Paul Fugelstad
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Horace Lutheran
Horace-Pastor Dave Sorensen
Worship: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Kindred Lutheran
Kindred-Pastor Andrew Schlecht.
Worship: 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Website: www.kindredlutheran.com

Leonard Lutheran Parish
Leonard-Rev. Jim Hulberg
Community Worship: Bethel: 10:30 a.m.

 Maple Sheyenne Lutheran
Harwood-Rev. Emily Nesdahl
Worship: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
 
Martin’s Lutheran
Casselton-Rev.  Dr. Paula V. Mehmel
Worship: 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour 9:30 a.m.

Norman-Davenport Parish
Kindred-Davenport-Rev. Brian Hansen
Worship: Norman 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
Worship: Davenport 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Our Savior Lutheran
Page-Pastors Jeffery & Elizabeth Davis
Wednesday Worship: 6:30 p.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Hope-Pastors Jeffery & Elizabeth Davis 
Wednesday Worship: 7:00 p.m.
Worship: 9:00 a.m. 

Shepherd of the Prairie
Rev. Sarah Larsen Tade 
No Saturday Worship: 
Sunday School: Walcott: 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship: Hickson: 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship: Christine: 11:00 a.m. 

St. John Lutheran
Arthur-Intern Pastor Jacqui Thone
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wed., March 24: “I Am the True Vine” 
 6:00 p.m.

St. John Lutheran
Embden-Rev. John Flaa
Worship: 9:00 a.m.

St. Paul’s Lutheran
Tower City-Rev. Cathy Hedmark
Worship: 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.

St. Peter Lutheran
Rural Chaffee-Rev. John Flaa
Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

West Prairie Free Lutheran (AFLC)
Rural Kindred, Rev. Lee Hoops
Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Trinity Lutheran
Ayr-Pastors Jeffery & Elizabeth Davis
Wednesday Worship: 5:30
Worship: 9:00 a.m.

Zion Lutheran
Harwood-Pastor Doug Stave
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 11:00 a.m.

 Methodist

Kindred Area Parish
Calvary-Kindred, Zion near Walcott
Pastor John Bergh
Worship: Zion 9:30 a.m.
Worship: Kindred 11:00 a.m.

United Methodist
Arthur/Casselton
Rev. Arlyn Coalter
Worship: Casselton 9:00 a.m.
Worship: Arthur 10:30 a.m.
Wed., Feb. 24 Worship: Arthur 7:00 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 24: “I Am the Bread of Life” 
 Arthur - 6:00 p.m.

United Methodist - Page
Rev. Allen Finger
Worship: 8:30 a.m.

United Methodist - Hope
Rev. Allen Finger
Worship: 9:45 a.m.

Moravian

Bethel-Goshen Moravian
Leonard-Durbin -Rev. Brian Dixon
Worship: Goshen 9:00 a.m.
Worship: Bethel 11:00 a.m.
Canaan Moravian
Rural Davenport - Pastor Mary Bielke
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Presbyterian

Baldwin Presbyterian
Pillsbury-Substitute Supply Pastor
Worship: 9:00 a.m.

Colgate Presbyterian
Rev. Mark Flaten
Worship: 9:00 a.m.

Faith United Presbyterian
Hunter-Grandin-Rev. Donna Monteith
Worship: Hunter 9:00 a.m.
Worship: Grandin 11:00 a.m.
Wed., March 17: “I Am the Resurrection and
 the Life” 6:00 p.m.

First Presbyterian
Buffalo-Rev. Brian Hazard
Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Tower City Presbyterian
Tower City-Rev. Brian Hazard
Worship: 11:15 a.m.

Westminster Presbyterian
Casselton-Rev. Richard Kargard
Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.

“Look to the 
LORD and his 

strength; seek his 
face always.”

- 1 Chronicles 16:11

Jacob Kermit Bakke, 77, Fargo, 
formerly of Prosper, died Saturday, 
March 13. 

He was born on May 30, 1932, 
in Northwood, to Kermit and Helen 
(Holweger) Bakke. He attended ru-
ral school and then graduated from 
Northwood High school in 1950. 

Jacob farmed with his dad for a 
few years, and then, on September 
14, 1952, he married Arlene John-
son of McCanna, at the Elk Valley 
Lutheran Church. In August of 
1957, he began working for Peavey 
Elevator Grain Company in Mer-
rifield. He soon became manager, 
working seven years at this eleva-
tor and then fulfilled positions in 
Cleveland, Christine, and then 
Osnabrock, where he managed the 
Farmer’s Co-op for seven years as 
well. Jacob also completed a course 
in the Dale Carnegie program. The 
rest of Jacob’s career was spent in 
Prosper, where he managed the 
elevator for 27 years, retiring in 
1994. He and Arlene then built a 
home in Fargo, where he spent his 
remaining years.

Jacob belonged to several clubs, 
including the Elks, Eagles, Sons 
of Norway, Masons, and the Mo-
bile Nobles, in which he served as 
president for a period of time, and 
enjoyed driving the small cars in 
many parades with his compan-
ions in this Shrine unit. Jacob also 
served as past president of the Red 
River Valley Fair Association in 
which he volunteered many years 
and was a long time member of Ol-
ivet Lutheran Church of Fargo.

He is survived by his wife, Ar-
lene; daughter, Linda Miller, Per-
ham, Minn.; son, Gregory (Kris-
tine), Bayport, Minn.; brother, 
Kermit (Barbra), five grandchildren 
and one great-granddaughter.  

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Kermit and Helen Bakke, 
sister, Virginia (Robert) Halvor-
son , brother, Frederick Bakke, 
grandparents, Jacob and Geneiva 
Bakke, and Jacob and Katherine 
Holeweger.

Visitation will be Wed., March 
17 from 5 to 8 p.m. with a prayer 
service at 8 p.m. in West Funeral 
Home, West Fargo and one hour 
before the service in the church.

The funeral will be Thurs., 
March 18 at 10:30 a.m. in Olivet 
Lutheran Church, Fargo.

Burial is in Bellevue Cemetery, 
Larimore.

Condolences can be sent online: 
westfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements entrusted to 
West Funeral Home, Casselton and 
West Fargo.

Delphine Lehfeldt, 75, West 
Fargo, died on Monday, March 15, 
at MeritCare Hospital, Fargo.

Delphine Ann Doering was born 
on May 24, 1934 at Valley City, to 
Paul and Clara (Frederickson) Do-
ering. She grew up in Tower City 
and graduated from high school 
there. She married Glen H. Leh-
feldt on September 3, 1952 at Tower 
City. They lived in Buffalo a short 
time before making their home 
in the Fargo-Moorhead area. She 
worked at various jobs including 
Davon Press in West Fargo. Glen 
and Delphine also had a janitorial 
business in the area. They moved 
to West Fargo in 1969. 

She is survived by two daugh-
ters, Bonnie Snyder, Fargo and 
Barbara (Duaine) Altman, Leon-
ard; sister, Marlys Johnson, Cas-
selton; seven grandchildren and 
three great -grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband; infant son, 
Jerry; son and daughter-in-law, 
Rodney (Barbara) Lehfeldt; and 
brother, Edwin Doering.

Visitation will be Thursday, 
March 18 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
West Funeral Home, West Fargo.

The funeral will be Friday at 
10:30 a.m. in the West Funeral 
Home Chapel, Casselton.

Burial is in Greenwood Cem-
etery, Tower City.

Condolences can be sent online: 
westfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements entrusted to 
West Funeral Home, Casselton and 
West Fargo.

Area Obituaries

Jacob Bakke

Delphine Lehfeldt

Cards of Thanks
We wish to thank the many peo-

ple who have sent a card of condo-
lences, offers of support and sharing 
of grief in the sudden death of Brad. 
Special thanks to Pastor Paula, Faye 
Kingsley and the Martins church 
volunteers who helped at the prayer 
service, funeral and lunch. Also 
thanks to Fr. Ermer, Vince and Bea 
Bachmeier from St Leo’s for the use 
of the church and Spirit of Life Cen-
ter. Besides family, there are many 
friends and organizations who will 
miss Brad. Let’s honor his memory 
with service and support  to worthy 
organizations and the community 
that Brad was so devoted to. 

Julie Burgum
James and Abby Burgum
Ben and Katie Burgum
____________________________

Thanks to everyone who came to 
my 80th birthday party, and all who 
sent cards and called me. Thanks so 
much to the girls who planned the 
party for me.

Elden Langer
____________________________

Thank you for all the lovely cards, 
remembrances, party and messages 
I received for my 90th birthday.

Dorothy Hoffmann

Submit a 
CARD OF THANKS 

to news@ccreporter.com
or call 347-4493

Does your 
church have 

news to share 
with the 

community?
news@ccreporter.com

701-347-4493
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All donations received during 
the Phone-A-Thon will be used 

for scholarships for Central 
Cass graduating seniors.

Please help us reach our goal!

Tues. & Thur., April 6 & 8
Central Cass National Honor Society Students will be teaming up with 

Dollars for Scholars and calling you between 6:30 and 8:00 p.m.

By Amanda Gades 

The entire city of Casselton get 

the opportunity to vote on the Rail-

road Quiet Zone in June. 

At the Dec. 7 Casselton City 

Council meeting, the council ap-

proved putting the Quiet Zone on 

the ballot in a 3-2 vote and paying 

for the project with the current sales 

tax. (Dissenting were Tom Sinner, 

Jr. and Lee Anderson, while Fred 

Wangler was not at the meeting.) 

The motion specifically called for 

the $1.3 million Quiet Zone to be on 

the ballot. 
This would mean that the cur-

rent plan will create safety mea-

sures of a four quadrant system on 

Langer Ave., medians and two gates 

for Third Ave. N., Sixth Ave. N. and 

Fifteenth Ave. N and improved signs 

and mazes for Eighth Ave. N.

Although Council Member Pete 

Silbernagel made the motion re-

garding the Quiet Zone, he thinks 

that it costs too much to put up the 

four gates on Langer Ave., but he 

decided to leave the project up to the 

people whether they want to pay for 

it or not. 
“I’m for the whistle free zone but 

I think that with the higher cost, 

the chances of it being approved are 

diminished,” Silbernagel explained. 

“Let’s get it out there and let’s vote 

on it and see what happens.”

He added that in the city survey 

the number one and two priorities 

were the whistle free zone. 

Casselton Mayor Ed McConnell 

was also pleased with the passing of 

the motion. 
“At least now we have a plan to 

take it before the people 

to see what they want,” 

McConnell stated. 

The council also dis-

cussed how the Quiet 

Zone will be paid for. 

The legislature 

through SB 2338, allot-

ted $1.6 million of high-

way tax distribution 

funds and $900,000 in 

federal highway traffic 

safety funds for high-

way-rail grade crossing 

safety projects. Each 

city may be awarded as 

much as $225,000 for a 

Quiet Zone. 
The city’s portion is 

likely to be paid for by a 

one-cent sales tax that is 

already in place. 

“I think that we can 

pay for the Quiet Zone 

with the tax we cur-

rently have,” Silberna-

gel said. 
The city’s one cent 

tax is designated to be 

used for infrastructure, 

youth and development 

according to City Attor-

ney Brad Burgum. 

The city still gets to decide ex-

actly what the funds are used for as 

long as they fall under those catego-

ries, explained Burgum. 

Both Lee Anderson and Tom Sin-

ner, Jr. did not believe that it was 

the best route to pay for the Quiet 

Zone with the current tax. 

“The problem is that you go from 

having the residents pay a small 

amount on sales tax to (the Quiet 

Zone) costing them nothing unless 

they have a project or favorite thing 

that they used the sales tax for,” 

stated Anderson. 

Sinner believes that the sales tax 

funds that have been generated have 

been used for important causes. 

“I think that priorities of (infra-

structure, youth and development) 

are still valid and that the sales 

tax has been used for good things,” 

stated Sinner. “Those are on-going 

needs. That’s why I thought that we 

needed to add a one cent sales tax. 

My thought was that it would have 

a sunset clause.” 
The measure on the ballot, if left 

as stated in the motion, would be an 

advisory vote because the residents 

By Sarah Sorvaag

One of the best ways to get into 

the Christmas spirit is to decorate 

your house and yard with lights. It’s a 

time-honored tradition to coordinate 

your display with your neighbors’ so 

that your community is festive and 

bright. One local community contin-

ues to get into the holiday spirit by 

expanding their lights show each 

year.
Some of the houses in Gardner 

are decorated with simple strands 

of multi-colored lights. Others have 

trees full of chasing lights and soft 

white icicle lights seemingly dripping 

off their houses’ ledges. A few houses 

are so brightly lit and uniquely deco-

rated that all who view them believe 

that Christmas has come early. One 

thing that these decorated homes 

have in common is that they are all 

synced by a single transmission and 

are coordinated to twinkle, flash, 

flicker, chase, fade in and out, via a 

transmission coming from Gene and 

Kathie Schobinger’s garage. This 

year marks the third annual lights 

and music show in Gardner. 

The lights transmission is coordi-

nated through 16 circuits. Each house 

has a control box that connects to the 

different lighting units in the yard, 

such as individual trees. The program 

used allows Gene to fade, flash, ramp 

up or ramp down the lights on all re-

ceiver houses. Two transmissions are 

sent from the Schobinger’s house. One 

signal transmits Christmas music 

and scripture verses throughout the 

town via a FM radio station, and the 

other signal transmits to the houses’ 

controller box and syncs the lights. 

“Each year it gets bigger with bet-

ter quality. It’s fun and affordable,” 

Kathie said.
The current program includes 

three Bible verses and 10 different 

songs, all of which are subject to 

change. The light display is depen-

dent on the layout of each family’s 

house and by colors and shapes. The 

Schobinger’s plan to add a light-

up train within the next week or so 

for their three-year-old grandson to 

enjoy.
On one tree in the Schobinger’s 

front yard, there are 11,000 LED 

lights. A good percentage of the lights 

used in the display are LED and the 

Schobinger’s are working towards 

someday having all LED bulbs.

“Over half of the lights used in the 

display are LED. We’re trying to be 

green. Also, if they weren’t, we would 

need a lot more power,” Gene said.

The Schobinger’s yard had 150 

lit candy canes last year. Due to this 

year’s wet autumn and a water leak, 

Gene was unable to place the candy 

canes in his yard. Instead, he placed 

them, along with another 170 candy 

canes, giving them a total of 320, in 

the lot adjacent to his home, which 

is the site of his family-run business, 

Swen Weathervanes. Two additional 

houses donned the lights this year, 

making a total of eight, plus the 
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Make sure your home 
is ready for winter 

Be sure to cut down any branches that are close to your home 

that may fall on it during a winter storm. 

Fire contained at rural Amenia shop

On Dec. 3, sixteen fire fighters 

with the Casselton Fire Department 

worked to put out a fire at a shop in 

rural Amenia. 
The fire caused moderate dam-

age to the shop which was located 

on the farm of Paul Erb, 2636 154th 

Ave S.E.

There were no injuries sustained 

in the incident, which the fire de-

partment believes was started by a  

wood stove. 
Also responding to the scene were 

the Casselton Ambulance Service 

and Deputy Dan Hermann with the 

Cass County Sheriff’s Office. 

“Cops and Kids” offers 

Christmas hope 

Tracy Mayo (left) helped wrapped the presents picked out by 

Sean, 10, Tyler, 10 and Terri, 12. Mayo is one of a few volunteers who 

are from Microsoft Corporation or friends of the Microsoft Corpora-

tion employees. 

By Amanda Gades 

Dec. 6 was an extra special day 

for 34 young children in Cass Coun-

ty. They got their very own shopping 

spree worth $75 and a police escort to 

add to the fun. 
The 15th annual “Cops and Kids” 

event was sponsored by the Fraternal 

Order of Police, #1 Red River Valley 

Lodge, which is a collaboration of the 

Cass County Sheriff’s Office, the Fargo 

and West Fargo police departments 

and North Dakota Highway Patrol. 

Volunteers from the Cass County Sher-

iff’s Office and West Fargo and Fargo 

police departments assisted with the 

event. About 25 to 30 law enforcement 

By Amanda Gades

Before we are fully engrossed in 

the winter season, it’s important for 

homeowners to have that last look to 

see if their home is ready for weather 

change. 
Here’s an overview of things to do 

and items to have ready and available 

in your home. 
A checklist of tasks 

Make sure that you have holes or 

gaps sealed off around the doors or 

windows. This can be done by apply-

ing weather stripping, putting plastic 

on windows or using expandable foam, 

explained Brian Braake, manager of 

the Moorhead True Value, which has 

the same owners as the Kindred True 

Value. 
Jeff Cote of Cote Mechanical, LLC 

recommends that you check your attic 

insulation, blow out the water lines, 

service the furnace/boiler to make 

sure that it is running efficiently and 

check the exhaust on the roof. 

Also, make sure that the sewer 

vents are clear so that you don’t get 

sewer gas in your home Cote stated. 

Clean the gutters and roof and 

remove and replace shingles that are 

loose or have fallen off, suggests an ar-

ticle on the eHow website. 

Outdoor furniture should be cov-

ered with waterproof material or 

stowed inside a garage or other stor-

age area. 
If you are planning on a winter get 

away, put the thermostat at 50 de-

grees suggests Cote. Throw away all 

food or liquids that will spoil during 

your time away as well.  

Winter - Page A-2
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Whistle Free Zone will be on ballot

Gardner gets glitzy for Christmas 

with annual lighting displays

PHOTOS BY SARAH SORVAAG / THE REPORTER

The Schobinger’s added twinkling snowflakes to their fence this year. Their yard is lit from top to 

bottom.

A couple of the Schobinger’s neighbors have quite the sense of 

humor. A next door neighbor has lights that spell ditto and an arrow 

that points to the Schobinger’s home, while another neighbor has 

lights that spell bah humbug.

Lighting - Page A-2

With current estimates from SRF Consulting, the railroad Quiet Zone will 

cost approximately $1.3 million, with a possible grant from the state of North 

Dakota for up to $225,000. 

Whistle - Page A-3
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 By Amanda Gades 
On April 17 and 18, one local stu-

dent will set her sights high as she 
competes for the opportunity to be 
crowned  the North Dakota Home-
coming Queen of 2010. 

Northern Cass senior and home-
coming queen Britney Strommen, 
decided to apply to be part of the 
next level of competition through 
the America’s Homecoming Queen 
program, a non-profit organization, 
which has crowned a national home-
coming queen since 1981.

Only high school homecoming 
queens (or someone from her court, 
if the queen turns down the applica-
tion) are eligible to compete to earn 
this title. This specific criteria was 
selected years ago based on the idea 
that young girls would have some 
place to compete beyond the high 
school title. Homecoming queens 
can compete only one time in the 
pageant so as to eliminate any ad-
vantage to one or a few select girls, 
stated the America’s Homecoming 
Queen website. 

Strommen is very excited for the 
competition and yet nervous too. 

“I’ve never been in a pageant like 
this before, but I think it will be a 
good experience,” stated Strommen. 

One area of the competition that 
she believes will help her long-term 
is the interview portion. 

“This will help when I interview 
for jobs,” said Strommen.

It’ll offer a practice opportunity 
in how to respond to questions and 
also help boost confidence she adds. 

The scholarship opportunity was 
also a major factor in her decision 
to participating in the event.  She 
plans on going to NDSU and is still 
deciding on a major. “Anything helps 
when it comes to scholarships,” said 
Strommen.

Over next the few weeks, Strom-
men will prepare for the competition 
by studying the book that is sent 
out from the national office. Infor-
mation included prepares the girls 
for interviews, gives manner advice 
and preparation for career. 

America’s Homecoming Queen is 
more of an  ambassadorship than a 
beauty competition according to the 

event literature. Leadership is an 
important quality of the teens who 
participate. 

Strommen’s leadership has been 
seen in her involvement in the stu-
dent council, where the students 
participated actively in Fill the 
Dome; and she has also participated 
in National Honor Society, 4H, vol-
unteered at the Good Samaritan 
Center-Arthur and went on a Stu-
dents Today, Leaders Forever tour. 

She currently works at the Good 
Samaritan Center-Arthur daycare 
four days a week after school. 

Recent North Dakota winners 
at the national level include 2007 
Video Award winner Heather Marie 
Bengs of Thompson and 2006 Amer-
ica’s Homecoming Queen winner 
Laura Peinovich of Fargo. 

The state competition for both 
North and South Dakota will take 
place on April 17 and 18 at the Ram-
kota Inn at Pierre, S.D. The winner 
from this competition will receive a 
cash scholarship and an all-expense 
paid trip to Anaheim, Calif. to com-
pete this summer for the title of 2010 
America’s Homecoming Queen. 

Strommen to compete in 
N.D. homecoming pageant

Britney Strommen is the 
daughter of Bryan and Jane 
Strommen, Arthur. 
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By Amanda Gades 
Technological has been an ever 

increasing part of a young person’s 
life. Now, Kindred School District is 
going to add one of the latest pieces 

of technology, an iPod touch, to their 
educational equipment as a result of 
a grant that was awarded from the 
North Dakota Educational Technol-
ogy Council (NDETC). 

“It’s exciting as we try to do 
something new and innovative for 
staff and students,” stated Kindred 
School District Superintendent 
Steve Hall. 

The $20,000 NDETC grant, 
in combination with the $30,000 
match from the Kindred School Dis-
trict, will pay for 50 iPod touches, 
software for them and professional 
training by Apple employees. 

The technology is set to be pur-
chased in May explained Kindred 
School District Technology Coordi-
nator Gina Dahl. 
How this will impact learning 

Dahl’s interest in pursuing a 
grant on this was piqued during a 
technology conference last fall in 
Grand Forks where professionals 
from Apple presented how the iPod 
Touch can be used for educational 
purposes.  

Then, she decided to write the 
grant for the equipment with the 
support of Hall and a couple other 
teachers. She was thrilled to learn 
that they were awarded the fund-
ing. 

“We hope to use the iPods for 

reinforcement of learning,” stated 
Dahl. 

Some of the subject areas where 
applications are available include 
mathematics and language arts.  

“This is new and exciting,” stated 
Hall. “It’s just a matter of working 
with the staff to make sure that the 
equipment is used in the best way 
for students.” 

Hall specifically mentioned se-
lecting applications that are age ap-
propriate and at the right level for 
the students. 

Providing equipment like this 
is important for hands-on learning 
and developing cognitive skills. 

“I find this technology to be re-
ally transformational,” Dahl said. 
“Kindred School District has a lot of 
technology such as the whiteboards, 
but this really takes the district to 
the next level.” 

While this is Dahl’s first year at 
Kindred, she has been in the tech-
nology and education sectors for the 
past 10 years. 

“Technology integration is re-
ally important,” said Dahl. “By hav-
ing exposure like this students will 
be able to transition to college and 
graduate school much easier.” 

The iPod fits in with the concept 
of the 21st Century Learning Class-
room added Dahl. 

Not only will a few lessons be 
completed through iPods, but pod-
casts will also be created by teachers 
and students. 

We realized that if teachers have 
this technology, they could still do 
some lessons for when students can-
not meet such as if school needs to 
be called off due to flooding in the 
area, described Dahl. 

The iPod touches will be avail-
able to classes in two separate carts 
of 20. The carts will be located at 
the school library and checked out 
through library media specialist 
Jean Hertsgaard. 

The remaining 10 will be split 
up in two ways. There will be three 
available for teacher check out and 
teachers will have the opportunity 
to take them home and get even 
more acquainted with them. Also, 
the technology team will each have 
one. This team includes Dahl, Hall, 
Hertsgaard, Elementary Principal 
Ron Zehren, High School Princi-
pal Kent Packer and teachers Julie 
Jensen and Ellen Ista.  

Apple professionals will be train-
ing Kindred staff this summer and 
there will be on-going training lead 
by Dahl following that. 

Students will be able to utilize 
this equipment starting with the 
2010-2011 school year. 

Kindred awarded grant for iPod touch 

Many applications are avail-
able for download on the iPod 
touch, including educational 
resources that will be used by 
iPod purchased by the Kindred 
School District via a grant. 

With the winter activities coming 
to a close and the spring melt start-
ing it is hard to forget what we went 
through last spring with the flood-
ing in this region.  My hope would be 
that we keep the flooding to a mini-
mum as we begin the spring school 
activities.  I am sure there will be 
a call for assistance sometime this 
spring and just like last year we will 
have many students ready and will-
ing to assist when needed.  

Spring also means planning for 
changes to the next school year.  
One of the items being discussed 
by our curriculum committee is our 
school’s grading scale.  The commit-
tee is looking at making a possible 
change to the letter grade scale.  The 
current grading scale is A=100-94, 
B=93-85, C=84-77, D=76-70, F=69 
below. The change that is being con-
sidered is A = 100-90, B= 89-90, C= 
79-70, D=69-60, F = Below 60.  

The look at the grading scale 
change is a result of the new legis-
lation that offers a $6,000 scholar-
ships for North Dakota graduates 

who have a B average (3.00 GPA) 
and score a 24 or higher on the ACT 
test.  The key part of the criteria is 
the B average. Our current B aver-
age is higher than other schools’ B 
average and could potentially keep 
a Kindred student from qualifying 
for the scholarship under our grad-
ing system.  

There has been very good discus-
sion about the impact this would 
make on our students the past few 
months and it will continue to be a 
topic of discussion by the curriculum 
committee in the next few months.

____________________________

On Friday, March 26 the Kindred 
Booster Club is hosting the 3rd An-
nual Viking Pride Dinner Auction. 
This year’s event will be held at the 
Courtyard by Marriot & Moorhead 
Convention Center in Moorhead 
MN. The schedule for the evening 
will be: Registration, Social, & Si-
lent Auction: 5:30 p.m., Dinner: 7:30 
- 8:30 p.m., Live Auction: 8 p.m. 

For more information or to com-

mit your support, please contact: 
Perry Piatz (701-371-6017), Jim Ny-
hof (701-361-4479), or Paul Benson 
(701-433-7434).

Thank you to parents who were 
able to attend the kindergarten reg-
istration on March 2 at the Daven-
port School.  If you were not able to 
attend please contact call the Dav-
enport school at 428-3388.
Upcoming Events

No School – March 17-19, April 2 
-5, Easter Break.

March 16 – Regional Vocal Mu-
sic Contest, April 14 – Regional In-
strumental Music Contest, April 17 
– Kindred Prom and Post Prom at 
the Kindred School, April 20 – Kin-
dred FFA Banquet.

I hope everyone has a great 
week. Feel free to call or stop by if 
you have questions about the Kin-
dred Public School District.

Steve Hall, Superintendent
Kindred Public School District #2

Greetings from the Superintendent
by Steve Hall, Kindred School District 

Central Cass competes at Math Masters
A team of Central Cass fifth 

graders traveled to Moorhead, 
Minn., to compete at the Math 
Masters Regional Event last Fri-
day, March 12. The competition 
included 70 students from Fargo-
Moorhead area schools. 

The Central Cass team in-
cludes (left to right) Ian Saum, 
Christina Erb, Matthew Daw-
son, Ellie Anderson and Marley 

Herold.  
The team placed ninth out of 

14 teams. Over notable achieve-
ments at the event include: Daw-
son placed 12th and Saum 14th in 
the overall Math Facts competi-
tion and Saum placed 12th in in-
dividual rounds. 

The students did really well, 
said their advisor Corrine Nel-
son. 

Photo by Amanda Gades/The Reporter 

NDSU studies kindergarten readiness
The North Dakota State Uni-

versity Extension Service is seek-
ing participants for a study on how 
parents perceive the preparation of 
their children for kindergarten.

“The kindergarten readiness re-
search project will help us better 
assist parents in preparing their 
children for school,” says Sean 
Brotherson, NDSU Extension fam-
ily science specialist. “We can learn 
from parents with a child getting 
ready for kindergarten and share 
that knowledge with other parents.”

Interested parents must have a 
child preparing to enter kindergar-
ten in the fall of 2010. Parents who 
participate in the study will com-

plete two brief surveys this spring 
and summer on school readiness 
and parental practices.

Participating individuals will re-
ceive a gift certificate to a local re-
tail store immediately after the first 
survey and another certificate after 
completing the second survey.

For more information about 
the study or to participate, contact 
Brotherson at (701) 231-8113 or e-
mail sean.brotherson@ndsu.edu.  
Participants must live in North Da-
kota. Parents are asked to indicate 
interest in participating by March 
25 because space is limited.

All the information collected will 
be kept confidential.

DI state tournament at Central Cass
Thirty-one student teams from 

schools across North Dakota will again 
be presenting creative solutions to a 
number of wacky, mind-bending Chal-
lenges during the Destination Imagi-
Nation® State Tournament being held 
at Central Cass School in Casselton on 
Saturday, March 27.  Registration be-
gins at 8 a.m. followed by Challenges 
and activities with awards at 4 p.m.

Tournaments like this are happen-
ing across all 50 states and more than 
40 countries with students from Kin-
dergarten through University Levels 
competing.

Every year, the tournament spon-
sor, Destination ImagiNation® (DI), 
creates the Challenges to develop and 
test student skills and talents in many 

areas, including scientific understand-
ing, theatrical performance, technical 
prowess, improvisation and structural 
engineering.  DI® teams have spent 
weeks perfecting their Challenge solu-
tions and their presentations typically 
are bursting with distinctive creativ-
ity and innovation.

First-place teams have the oppor-
tunity to advance to Global Finals 
held in Knoxville, TN where they will 
compete with over 20,000 students 
from around the world.  The competi-
tion offers an emerging view of 21st 
century education-one that has cre-
ativity, teamwork and innovation at 
its core.

For more information about DI, 
visit:  www.creatend.org.

Page School News
Monday, March 22 - Baseball 

practice begins
Friday, March 26 - Prom banquet 

in Page at 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 27 - Speech 

meet in Richland; Prom in Page with 
pictures beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Kindred FFA 
team receives gold

The Kindred FFA Small Ani-
mal Care Team received gold at 
the  Wyndmere competition on Feb 
27. Team participants were Joseph 
Settlemeyer, Jenna Wright, Jen 
Muscha, Riley Flom, Hope Axvig, 
and Josie Muscha. Austin Andvik, 
Clinton Vangsness and James Deco-
teau competed in crops judging and 
each received bronze.

Bailey Drader, the daughter of 
Kevin and Rhonda Drader, has re-
ceived and accepted the Freshman 
Honor Scholarship from Mayville 
State University. 

The scholarship is offered to 
freshman students who have dem-
onstrated exceptional academic per-
formance in high school. The award 
depends on the student’s grade point 
average and ACT or SAT score. 

Drader, a senior at Northern 
Cass High School, plans on major-
ing in Business Administration and 
playing in the MSU Band.

Bailey Drader 
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0% Interest!
No Payments. No Interest for 12 Months.

4601 17th Ave. South, Fargo
(Just North of The Home Depot)

235-7525
www.carpetworldfargo.com

WE PUT THE WORLD AT YOUR FEET!

by
Floors for the way you live.

Ask About Our 12 Month, 0% Interest Offer!

Shower yourself
     with savings.

Electric water heaters provide 
you with dependable hot water 
for warm showers and all of  
your other hot water needs. And 
they save you money when you 
take advantage of  Otter Tail 
Power Company’s off-peak rates. 
Call today and start saving.

• Under floor heating
• Sewer and drain cleaning
• New construction
• Fixtures and faucets
• Bathroom and kitchen remodels
• Water heater and softeners
• Plumbing and heating repairs

Master Plumber License #8514
32 Years Experience

DJ’s Plumbing
and Heating, Inc.

Casselton, ND
347-5253

Gregory Fondong from Cameroon brought a wide variety of trin-
kets from his native country to show Mrs. Ista’s fifth grade class. He 
began the presentation with a PowerPoint presentation.

Minami, Hibiki, and Yuki shared stories with Mrs. Lingen’s sixth 
grade class about what summer vacations and school is like in Ja-
pan, as well as what kind of pets they have overseas.

Shu Yu Chen of Taiwan explains the unique cuisine served in his 
native country. Mrs. Discher’s second grade students giggled when 
he explained a dish called ‘Stinky tofu’.

On Monday, March 15, approximately 40 international students from NDSU visited Kindred’s sec-
ond through sixth grade classes. The young students were enthralled to see the international students’ 
PowerPoint presentations and ask questions. (Pictured above) Nepal-born sisters Sangita and Monee-
sha taught the students about their country’s economics and traditional clothing. They also taught the 
children that the word “Namaste” means hello in their country.

Photos by Sarah Sorvaag / The Reporter
The first presentation in Mrs. Cose’s third grade class on Monday was by Shevonne, Shalinie, and 

Charithra of Sri Lanka. The students were more than happy to answer the class’ questions about Sri 
Lanka’s geography, plant life, and animal life.

Kindred goes global with visit by NDSU international students

Out sandbagging ‘til the work is done
On Monday, March 15, 50 students from Kindred high school bussed out 

to Oxbow for an afternoon of sandbagging. (Left photo) Aaron Haux and 
Brenton Knutzen pose for a photo in between laps of carrying sandbags from 
a resident’s driveway to the backyard. (Right photo) Michael Haberman and 
Austin Dahlgren hold their sand-filled shovels atop the cone and sawhorse 
rig while Jack Plankers (not pictured) scoops another pile of sand. Paige 
Hanson, Sam Novak, and Ben Becher open empty bags. 

The students intended to continue sandbagging as long as possible on 
Monday, stating that they would not leave until the work was done.

On Tuesday morning, several Kindred students assisted in the sandbag-
ging effort in local communities. Superintendent Steve Hall stated that there 
were no requests for a second large-scale volunteer turnout as of 11 a.m.

When asked about Monday’s volunteering, Hall stated, “It was when they 
called and asked us to send out students that kicked all of this into gear 
faster, along with expecting the earlier crest. The students volunteered and 
it was a nice thing for them to do.”

Photos by Sarah Sorvaag / The Reporter

KINDRED STATE BANK TO AWARD 
FOUR SCHOLARSHIPS

Kindred State Bank is proud to announce the fourth annual 
scholarship program. Four scholarships of $500.00 each will 
be awarded to four Kindred High School graduating seniors 
who plan to attend a college, university or vocational/techni-
cal school in the fall of 2010. Any graduating senior is eligible. 
Applications can be picked up at Kindred State Bank, 411 Elm 
Street, in Kindred. Completed applications must be returned 

to the Bank no later than Friday, April 30, 2010. A random 
drawing will take place to determine the four recipients. The 
winners will be announced during Awards Day Ceremony on 

May 6, 2010. Potential applicants may call Sue or Jim at Kindred 
State Bank at 701-428-3121 for more information.

Kindred School
Monday, March 22 - Mr. Rib on a 

bun, hashbrown, fruit and rice krispie 
bar

 Tuesday, March 23 - Tacos, corn 
and fruit

Wednesday, March 24 - Chicken 
pasta bake, peas, fruit and dinner 
roll

Thursday, March 25 - Hamburger 
on a bun, wedge fries and fruit

Friday, March 26 - Cheese pizza, 
lettuce salad and fruit
Davenport School

Monday, March 22 - Hamburger 
on a bun, smile potatoes and mixed 
fruit

Tuesday, March 23 - Turkey, 
mashed potatoes with gravy, corn 
and baked apples

Wednesday, March 24 - Popcorn 
chicken, potato wedges and Manda-
rin oranges

Thursday, March 25 - Tatertot 
hotdish, carrots and pears

Friday, March 26 - Grilled cheese 
sandwich, half an egg, peaches and 
peas
Page School

Monday, March 22 - Soft shell ta-
cos, grapes and rice krispie bars

Tuesday, March 23 - Spaghetti, 
green beans, French bread, Manda-
rin oranges and chocolate chip bar

Wednesday, March 24 - Italian 
dunkers, chili, pineapple and white 
cake

Thursday, March 25 - Hot dogs, 
baked beans, coleslaw, bananas and 
ice cream bar

Friday, March 26 - Macaroni with 
meat and cheese sauce, broccoli, pears 
and sugar cookie
Central Cass School

Monday, March 22 - Chicken 
burger and seasoned macaroni

Tuesday, March 23 - Hamburger 
and fries

Wednesday, March 24 - Scrambled 
eggs and tri tator

Thursday, March 25 - Chili and 
cheese stick

Friday, March 26 - Cheesy garlic 
bread with dipping sauce
Northern Cass - Breakfast

Monday, March 22 - Cheese om-
elet, toast, fruit and milk

Tuesday, March 23 - Pancake, 
sausage, fruit and milk

Wednesday, March 24 - Cinnamon 
tastries, fruit and milk

Thursday, March 25 - Sausage in 
gravy, biscuits, fruit and milk

Friday, March 26 - Cereal, toast, 
juice and milk
Northern Cass - Lunch

Monday, March 22 - Country fried 
steak, whipped potatoes, country 
style gravy, peas and applesauce

Tuesday, March 23 - Ham, baked 
potato, corn and pears

Wednesday, March 24 - Alphabet 
soup, sandwich, carrots, celery and 
Mandarin oranges

Thursday, March 25 - Spaghetti, 
breadsticks, cottage cheese and fresh 
fruit

Friday, March 26 - Shrimp pop-
pers, rice pilaf, green beans and 
peaches

Area school lunch menus

The Cass 
County Reporter

701-347-4493
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Volunteer with the MRC!
 
Fargo Cass Public Health along with the North Dakota 
Public Health Emergency Volunteer Reserve (PHEVR) is 
now recruiting medical professionals and others to volunteer 
their expertise in the event of an emergency.   
 
The Medical Reserve Corp/PHEVR recruits medical and   
non-medically trained volunteers to assist in disaster 
preparedness and to help keep local emergency and public 
health resources from becoming overwhelmed in urgent 
situations.  
 
Must be at least 16 years of age and live in North Dakota.  
 
For more information and to register go to www.ndhan.gov. 

Volunteer with the MRC!
 
Fargo Cass Public Health along with the North Dakota 
Public Health Emergency Volunteer Reserve (PHEVR) is 
now recruiting medical professionals and others to volunteer 
their expertise in the event of an emergency.   
 
The Medical Reserve Corp/PHEVR recruits medical and   
non-medically trained volunteers to assist in disaster 
preparedness and to help keep local emergency and public 
health resources from becoming overwhelmed in urgent 
situations.  
 
Must be at least 16 years of age and live in North Dakota.  
 
For more information and to register go to www.ndhan.gov. 

SPECIALS!
(Thru Saturday, March 20)

52 Langer Ave. N., Casselton
347-4781

Hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am - 6pm
Saturday: 8am - Noon

$699/lb.

RIB STEAK

Make yourself count 
in North Dakota! 

Mail your Census questionnaire. 
We can’t move forward until you 
mail it back. 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership   
Auto/Life Insurance 

 
AAA North Dakota/Fargo 

4950 13 Avenue South, #15 
Fargo ND 58103 

800-342-4254 

Travel - Membership
Auto/Life Insurance

AAA North Dakota/Fargo

First State Bank of N.D. provides 
donations to area organizations 
 First State Bank of North Dakota (FSBND) has donated $19,500 to six 
Dollars for Scholars chapters. FSBND presented $3,000 checks to the chap-
ters in the communities where it has branch locations, Arthur, Buffalo, Cas-
selton, LaMoure, Marion and Oakes, and $1,500 to the Hope/Page chapter. 
 “We’re pleased to be able to assist the youth in our communities as they 
prepare for their college careers,” said Kim Larson, FSBND chief executive 
officer. “Donations to Dollars for Scholars and other groups continue our long 
history of community support. They are just one small way we are able to 
demonstrate our dedication to the communities where our employees live, 

work and do business, and to the people who support First State Bank of 
North Dakota.”
 Dollars for Scholars, a division of Scholarship America, has more than 
1,200 locally based, volunteer-driven chapters that serve students in nearly 
4,000 communities across the country. Local chapters help hometown stu-
dents achieve their educational goals by raising scholarship funds, establish-
ing endowments, providing assistance with college readiness and the finan-
cial aid process, and distributing scholarships each year.

Bernie Sinner, president of First State Bank of North Dakota in 
Casselton, presents a $3,000 check to Brad Burgum, former treasur-
er of the Central Cass Dollars for Scholars chapter.

Photos Courtesy of First State Bank of N.D.  Northern Cass Dollars for Scholars representative Mike Killoran 
(right) accepted a $3,000 donation to the chapter, which was pre-
sented by Brent Montgomery of First State Bank of North Dakota 
- Arthur. 

 First State Bank of North Dakota - Arthur President Brent Mont-
gomery (left) presented a $1,000 check for Hospice of the Red River 
Valley to Sue Omdalen (middle) and Susan Stibbe. 

 Community of Care Executive Director Jane Strommen (right) 
received a $3,000 check for the organization from Brent Montgom-
ery, president of First State Bank of North Dakota - Arthur. 

Leonard 
Community 

Billboard
The Leonard Senior Citi-

zen’s Friendship Club will hold 
their regular monthly meeting 
on Thursday, March 18 in the 
Leonard Senior Center begin-
ning with a potluck dinner at 
noon. There will be a business 
meeting, blood pressures taken, 
a door prize given and those with 
March birthdays or anniversaries 
will be recognized. There will be 
card playing or board games for 
entertainment. Everyone is wel-
come. Please call Vice President 
Jean Carlson at 645-2515 if you 
have any questions or would like 
more information

Richland County residents who 
live near the City of Kindred will 
have the opportunity to purchase 
sandbags at Kindred City Hall (31 
N 5th Ave.). There will be a fee for 
the bags and this will be billed to the 
owner by the Richland County gov-

ernment. 
If the homeowner needs sand, 

they should have the sand delivered 
to their home. 

If they need volunteers, call City 
Hall at 428-3115 and the city can ar-
range for volunteers to help.

Sandbag information for 
Richland County residents 

Book Nook
Kindred Public Library
330 Elm Street, PO Box 63
Kindred, ND 58051

*Wow.. Dr Seuss was a BIG hit 
at the library earlier this month! 
Over 50 kids and parents were at 
the library for the event. It was a fun 
time. A special shout-out THANKS 
to Nancy Lunder and her helpers for 
this wonderful day! And Dr. Seuss 
himself even showed up!

* * *
*FESTIVAL OF TABLES… is 

Saturday, April 17 with another 
purse raffle and a book raffle. Con-
tact Georgia Berg (428-3166) or Char 
Blumer if you are interested in hav-
ing a table. In the past we have had 
such great support from our patrons. 
Tables ranged from sophisticated to 
the sublime… from dolls to daisies… 
If you have a creative niche, this is 
your time to shine!  Last year we had 
wonderful purses and great prizes… 
Plan now to attend. Surprises will 
be in store!  Tickets are available 
and the event will be at St. Mau-
rice’s Catholic Church, in Kindred. 
Great meal, wonderful prizes… a 
perfect day! Grab a bunch of friends 
and make a day of it!

* * *
*SATURDAY Breakfast with 

a book continues each second Sat-
urday of the month. Check out (at 
the library) which book is being dis-
cussed and join the group. You don’t 
have to attend all of them – just the 
ones that interest you! Good discus-
sion and good eats!

* * *
*STUDENTS...  BRING a study 

group to the library after school. 
Use the computer for research or the 
back room for studying as a group. 
We welcome students and encourage 
you to come and study at the library. 
BOOK CLUBS  are also encouraged 
to have their meetings at the li-
brary. We can help coordinate some 
snacks/coffee and a relaxing place to 
have your meetings. Contact the li-
brary for more information.

* * *
*Good quality book donations and 

monetary donations are accepted at 
the library. You may drop off your 
donation at the library. We appreci-
ate all that the community does for 
the library.  We do NOT ACCEPT 
cookbooks, out-of-date craft books 
or any kind of encyclopedias. You 
may drop off your donation at the 
library.

* * *
*Spring is here (we think!) and 

to avoid the spring rains, come to 
the library and check out some good 
reading with the new books that we 
have at the library. Check us out!

* * *
*The Kindred Library board 

meetings are open to the public. The 
next meeting is scheduled for Sun-
day, April 11 at 6:30 p.m. at the li-
brary.

Casselton Silver Threads met 
The Casselton Silver Threads 

Seniors met March 8 with 35 club 
members present for the noon meal. 
Neil McFarlane, JoAne Erdmann 
and Rube Braaten served dessert. 

Bill Kent and Lucille Kingsley 
were seated at the March birthday 
table. Lucille Kingsley and Cleo 
Natvig were in charge of taking and 
recording blood pressures before the 
meal. Vincent Emineth was wel-
comed as a new club member.

President JoAnne Bissett con-
ducted the business meeting. Phyl-
lis Spooner and Susan Bleed au-
dited the treasury. Phyllis Spooner 
gave the report.

Door prizes were won by Don 
Bleed and Phyllis Petersen. After-
noon entertainment of bingo and 
cards had Lillian Sowards, Ruby 
McCann and Marie Dooley holding 
top hands. Pinochle players Susan 
Bleed, Don Bleed and Helen-Jeanne 
Puvogel took top prizes.

The next meeting will be March 
22 beginning with a noon catered 
meal. Phyllis Spooner, Cleo Nat-
vig and Phyllis Petersen will serve 
dessert. For reservations call Bev 
Braaten at 347-4605 or June Reitan 
at 347-5571.

We have all your 
printing needs!

Call us today to 
see what we can do 

for you!

347-4493

The Cass 
County Reporter

701-347-4493

We want 
your news!

Deadline for articles
Noon Monday
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 414 Main, Lisbon, ND
 .. Home  Garden  Lattes

 Est. 2005

 On Main Ho den attes ..

 Pop The Green Balloon 

 To Discover Your Savings!

 15 %  20 %  25 %

 Off Every Purchase
 Storewide!

 Bring Your Total Purchase to the Counter Then Pop the Balloon For Your Instant 
 Savings on Your Entire Purchase When Checking Out!

 Does not apply to previous purchases or layaways.  Loyal Customer Cards do  NOT  APPLY.

 St. Patrick’s Day

 SAVINGS

 EVENT
 On Everything...Including New Merchandise...

 STOREWIDE!!!

 March 15 thru March 20!!

Gordyʼs Travel Plaza - Gordyʼs Service Center
I-94 & Hwy. 18 - Casselton • 347-4586

WEʼRE ON OUR TOWS 
24 HOURS A DAY

347-4586

24-Hr Pay at the Pump
Touch Free Car Wash

Free Pick 
Up & 

Delivery

• All Types of Repairs
• Air Conditioning

• Alignment • Brakes
• Computer Diagnostics

• Suspension • Engine Work
• Transmission

Russ Gress

701-793-4679
Licensed , Insured & Bonded

60 ft. Reach

We Do It All!

Leonard Lions
WHITE ELEPHANT Sale
Friday, March 26, 2010

(Storm date is March 27)

Starts at 6:30 p.m. • Drawing at 10:30 p.m.
Senior Citizens Center, Leonard, ND

Proceeds go to Leonard Park improvements

By Amanda Gades 
Bible parables, Jesus and his 

12 disciples, Satan and incredible 
singing and performing will all be 
part of the first Casselton Commu-
nity musical “Godspell.” 

The production will be per-
formed on March 25 - 27 at Martin’s 
Lutheran Church, with shows each 
night at 7 p.m.. The dinner theater 
will be on March 27 and the dinner 
will be at 6 p.m. followed by the per-
formance. 

“The audience will really like 
this production,” said Godspell Di-
rector Lauren Brandenburg. “It’s 
also a great way to prepare yourself 
for Easter since it’s performed dur-
ing the Lenten season.” 

About “Godspell” 
The production tells the story of 

Jesus with a modern day twist. The 
first act focuses on the parables and 
the second act features the last sup-
per and the crucifixion and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ (the passion 
of the Christ). 

“The story is really improv 
style,” stated Brandenburg. 

The ad lib to be said during the 
live productions has been formed 
during the rehearsals.

“The additions either add mean-
ing to the lines or make something 
funnier,” said Logan McLean, one 
of the disciples in the show. 

Brandenburg believes that the 
show adds a deeper level of under-
standing for the gospels and Jesus 

Christ. 
“This makes the story even 

more real,” Brandenburg said. “It 
becomes more human.” 

For many of the performers 
this is the first time that they are 
part of a faith-based musical. 

“Godspell combines Bible 
study and music - two things that 
really interest me,” stated Katie 
Johnson, a disciple in the show. 
From an idea to the stage 

In October 2009, Branden-
burg began her part-time posi-
tion as music director at Martin’s 
Lutheran Church. Shortly after 
that, she suggested to Pastor 
Paula Mehmel that a community 
musical be held. Mehmel quickly 
endorsed the idea. 

“Let’s do it!” Mehmel had 

said. 
The idea to perform a musical 

had come from Brandenburg’s 
fond memories of performing in 
musicals in her hometown, Jame-
stown. In fact, one of the perfor-
mances that she had been in was 
“Godspell.” 

The love of music at the 
church also influenced her desire 
to move forward on this thought. 

“It seemed like this congrega-
tion really likes music and they 
are very talented,” said Branden-
burg. 

Auditions took place in De-
cember and the cast list was 
posted in January. Since mid-
January, the cast began three to 
four hour rehearsals on Sunday 
nights all in an effort to put on a 
fantastic show. 

“It’s been a lot of hard work, 
but a lot of fun,” said Paula 
Bartsch, one of the disciples in 
the cast, who performed in musi-
cals in high school. “The perform-
ers are really dedicated.” 

Teresa Gulleson, who is also 
a disciple in the show has been 
singing for years and is excited to 
be part of this production. 

“I’m not used to singing every 
day,” said Gulleson. “The mu-
sic is challenging but it’s a good 
challenge.” 

Behind the scenes, community 
members have been participating 
with sound, lighting, costumes, 
props, publicity and programs. 

“People are stepping forward 
to use their talents both in front 
of and behind the scenes and 
there is always such good energy 
that results when people bond to-
gether with a common goal,” de-
scribed Mehmel. 

One example that was given by 
Brandenburg was the gathering of 
props. A board has been put up at 
Martin’s Lutheran Church request-
ing props for the show and there 
has been overwhelming support. 

“We’ve had no problem getting 
props for the show,” said Branden-
burg. 

Brandenburg adds that she is 
impressed with how talented the 
performers are. 

“They are learning so quickly,” 
stated Brandenburg. “We can re-
hearse one aspect a couple weeks 
prior and they still remember it 
when I bring it up again.” 

The actors and actresses range 
from kindergarten age (Caitlin 
Frank) to adults and retired area 

residents from not only Martin’s 
Lutheran Church but other congre-
gations and backgrounds as well. 

“The musical is about Jesus 
forming a community from people 
from different backgrounds and 
that is what is happening as we re-
hearse,” stated Mehmel. “We have 
kindergartners to people who are 
retired in Godspell and we have 
people from several different con-
gregations and we are forming that 
same kind of community Jesus en-
visioned.”  

The intergenerational aspect 
also helps people of various ages to 
form positive relationships. 

“It’s been a great way for people 
from the community and students 
to get to know each other,” stated 
Andrea Greenawalt who plays Sa-
tan. 

Bartsch stated that she is 
amazed by the talent of the high 

schoolers in the show. 
Gulleson agrees. 
“My daughter Makelle who is 

a parable teller in the show so ad-
mires the high schoolers,” said 
Gulleson. 

Along with performing with oth-
er community members, Gulleson 
has enjoyed acting with her second 
grade daughter. 

“It’s something that she and I 
can do together,” Gulleson stated. 

In addition to forming connec-
tions, acting tips can also be gleaned 
from people of various ages through 
this production, stated Johnson. 

“It’s great to have those connec-
tions with people,” said Johnson. 

The musical is about one week 
away. 

Performers like McLean are en-
couraging area residents to attend. 

“This is close entertainment,” 
said McLean. “I’m sure you won’t be 

disappointed and you will be leav-
ing quoting from the musical.” 
A yearly community musical 

The enthusiasm and support for 
this production has spurred the idea 
of a yearly community musical. 

“I’m looking forward to how the 
community will react to the produc-
tion,” stated McLean. “I’m anxious 
to see if the community will want 
an annual production.” 

Mehmel believes that “Godspell” 
will turn out quite well and that 
she’d love for this to become a regu-
lar event. 

“In the big picture, it may even 
be an opportunity for Martin’s to 
sponsor a musical as part of our 
community outreach, and develop 
a community theater for rural Cass 
County,” stated Mehmel. “But we’ll 
take it one step at a time for now.”

Casselton Community talent to be showcased in “Godspell” 

Photos by Amanda Gades/The Reporter 

The cast of Godspell posed for a quick photo in between rehearsing scenes for their upcoming show. The 
cast includes (back row, left to right) Logan McLean, Pastor Paula Mehmel, Jessica Arneson, Teresa Gulle-
son, Lawrence Nelson, (third row) Dustin Scheer, Katie Johnson, Duncan Saum, Lauren Kensok, Tracy 
Frank, (second row) Shelby Moderow, Britten Croves, Aaron Bye, Caitlin Frank, Riley Arneson, Nicole Bye, 
(front row) Holly Tweed, Makelle Gulleson, and Ian Saum. Not pictured is Paula Bartsch. 

Paula Bartsch (right), in her role as a disciple, demonstrates her 
strong vocal skills as she sings a song to Jesus Christ (Aaron Bye).

Satan (right, Andrea Greenawalt) 
tempted Jesus Christ (Aaron Bye) to 
go against God.

Local church to make pillowcases for charities
American Patchwork & Quilt-

ing® magazine is challenging quil-
ters, crafters and sewers across the 
country to Make a Pillowcase, Make 
a Difference. Local sewing enthusi-
asts will join the cause to help reach 
the goal of making and donating 
one million pillowcases to benefit lo-
cal charities. Every pillowcase can 
make a difference in our commu-
nity.  One of the charities that will 
be receiving pillowcases is Youth 
for Christ’s Teen Parent Program, 
which is a Christian support group 
for pregnant and parenting teens.  

This program has a store where teen 
parents can purchase items with 
credits that are earned for making 
good decisions and attending educa-
tional sessions.

Congregational Lutheran United 
Church of Gardner, will be hosting 
a pillowcase sewing event on Sat-
urday, March 20 starting at 10:00 
a.m., with a potluck lunch at noon.  
This event is open to the public.  
Anyone interested in joining us for 
basic sewing, cutting and pressing is 
welcome.  Please bring a sewing ma-
chine and basic sewing equipment, 

if you have it.  A pair of coordinat-
ing pillowcases can be made from 
two lengths of fabric that are each 
one and one eighth yards in length. 
Fabric donations are also being ac-
cepted.  Child friendly prints are ap-
preciated.

For more information, contact 
Kris Boland at 484-5753.  One Mil-
lion Pillowcase Challenge informa-
tion, including several free pillow-
case patterns, is also available at 
allpeoplequilt.com/millionpillow-
cases.

Embden 
Seniors met

The Embden 4 Corners Senior 
Citizens Club meets the second 
Thursday of each month at 12 p.m. 
in the Embden Senior Center with 
a noon meal, business meeting and 
entertainment. There are 28 mem-
bers. Cards and bingo are played or 
other entertainment. 

There is a small fee for member-
ship and noon meal.

At the March meeting, Vi 
Prischman gave a demonstration on 
making miniature gift boxes out of 
old greeting cards. 

Local news at your fingertipswww.ccreporter.com

NOTHING WORKS
LIKE NEWSPAPER

ADVERTISING.
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Pirates of the “I Don’t Care”-ibbean set for March 27-28
By Sarah Sorvaag

St. Peter Lutheran Church will 
host a musical March 27-28.

First set at a baseball game then 
at a whimsical pirate island, the 
play’s subject matter refers to the 
desire of humanity to possess earth-
ly treasures rather than valuing 
family and friendship. Throughout 
the play, the characters become self-
aware of what treasures are truly 
priceless in life, such as family and 
friendships.

Co-Directors Wendy Koetz and 
Bev Kellerman sought a play that 
was enjoyable for young cast mem-
bers beyond the theme.

“The Pirates of the Caribbean 
movies were so popular and this 
play didn’t seem too preachy,” said 
Koetz. “It is a fun show with a good 
message.”

There are 24 children ranging in 
ages from preschool to high school 
seniors performing in this swash-
buckling musical. There are also a 
few adult roles. With the beautiful 
sunset backdrop and one-of-a-kind 
pirate ship set, the audience will 
have a great opportunity to come 
aboard and see the melodic flair and 
commitment of these youngsters.

“The kids are working very hard 
and they are doing a superb job. We 
have so much talent here and the 

parents have been very dedicated 
too,” Kellerman said.

“The message is wonderful. It’s 
just the neatest story,” Kellerman 
added.

“At St. Peter’s, we like to do 
something to keep people active and 
involved. We are hoping people come 
out to support the kids and learn 
something while they’re there,” Ko-
etz added.

Pirates of the “I Don’t Care”-ib-
bean lasts approximately one hour. 
The show will be held at St. Peter 
Lutheran Church, 4713 150 Avenue 
South East, Leonard, N.D.

Directions to St. Peter Lutheran 
Church: From Chaffee, go South 
two miles on County Road 5. Turn 
East and drive one mile. Turn South 
and drive 1/4 mile. There are signs 
marking directions from Chaffee, 
Highway 46 and Highway 18.

The first show will be on March 
27 at 7:00 p.m. The Sunday perfor-
mance will be at 3:00 p.m.

Due to limited seating, it is ad-
vised that attendees order advanced 
tickets for the musical. For tickets, 
please call Ina Kempel at 701-347-
4288.

Proceeds from the two-show 
musical will be used for new tables 
for the fellowship hall and Sunday 
School.

Photos Courtesy of Brenda Levos
Dressed in full pirate garb, Laura Gress takes the stage during 

a rehearsal.

Harrison Koetz plays a lead role as the boy who is knocked out 
by a baseball at a professional game and dreams he is deserted on 
an island with pirates.

Pirates (left to right) Hope Levos, Emma Jensen, Isaac Jensen, Matthew Dehn, and Johnny Larson 
examine the newly arrived boy, Harrison Koetz (laying down).

The Pirates choir practices a few numbers on 
Sunday, March 14.

Matthew Dehn looks over and stacks a variety 
of bowls during one of his parts in the play.



By Amanda Gades 

The entire city of Casselton get 

the opportunity to vote on the Rail-

road Quiet Zone in June. 

At the Dec. 7 Casselton City 

Council meeting, the council ap-

proved putting the Quiet Zone on 

the ballot in a 3-2 vote and paying 

for the project with the current sales 

tax. (Dissenting were Tom Sinner, 

Jr. and Lee Anderson, while Fred 

Wangler was not at the meeting.) 

The motion specifically called for 

the $1.3 million Quiet Zone to be on 

the ballot. 
This would mean that the cur-

rent plan will create safety mea-

sures of a four quadrant system on 

Langer Ave., medians and two gates 

for Third Ave. N., Sixth Ave. N. and 

Fifteenth Ave. N and improved signs 

and mazes for Eighth Ave. N.

Although Council Member Pete 

Silbernagel made the motion re-

garding the Quiet Zone, he thinks 

that it costs too much to put up the 

four gates on Langer Ave., but he 

decided to leave the project up to the 

people whether they want to pay for 

it or not. 
“I’m for the whistle free zone but 

I think that with the higher cost, 

the chances of it being approved are 

diminished,” Silbernagel explained. 

“Let’s get it out there and let’s vote 

on it and see what happens.”

He added that in the city survey 

the number one and two priorities 

were the whistle free zone. 

Casselton Mayor Ed McConnell 

was also pleased with the passing of 

the motion. 
“At least now we have a plan to 

take it before the people 

to see what they want,” 

McConnell stated. 

The council also dis-

cussed how the Quiet 

Zone will be paid for. 

The legislature 

through SB 2338, allot-

ted $1.6 million of high-

way tax distribution 

funds and $900,000 in 

federal highway traffic 

safety funds for high-

way-rail grade crossing 

safety projects. Each 

city may be awarded as 

much as $225,000 for a 

Quiet Zone. 
The city’s portion is 

likely to be paid for by a 

one-cent sales tax that is 

already in place. 

“I think that we can 

pay for the Quiet Zone 

with the tax we cur-

rently have,” Silberna-

gel said. 
The city’s one cent 

tax is designated to be 

used for infrastructure, 

youth and development 

according to City Attor-

ney Brad Burgum. 

The city still gets to decide ex-

actly what the funds are used for as 

long as they fall under those catego-

ries, explained Burgum. 

Both Lee Anderson and Tom Sin-

ner, Jr. did not believe that it was 

the best route to pay for the Quiet 

Zone with the current tax. 

“The problem is that you go from 

having the residents pay a small 

amount on sales tax to (the Quiet 

Zone) costing them nothing unless 

they have a project or favorite thing 

that they used the sales tax for,” 

stated Anderson. 

Sinner believes that the sales tax 

funds that have been generated have 

been used for important causes. 

“I think that priorities of (infra-

structure, youth and development) 

are still valid and that the sales 

tax has been used for good things,” 

stated Sinner. “Those are on-going 

needs. That’s why I thought that we 

needed to add a one cent sales tax. 

My thought was that it would have 

a sunset clause.” 
The measure on the ballot, if left 

as stated in the motion, would be an 

advisory vote because the residents 

By Sarah Sorvaag

One of the best ways to get into 

the Christmas spirit is to decorate 

your house and yard with lights. It’s a 

time-honored tradition to coordinate 

your display with your neighbors’ so 

that your community is festive and 

bright. One local community contin-

ues to get into the holiday spirit by 

expanding their lights show each 

year.
Some of the houses in Gardner 

are decorated with simple strands 

of multi-colored lights. Others have 

trees full of chasing lights and soft 

white icicle lights seemingly dripping 

off their houses’ ledges. A few houses 

are so brightly lit and uniquely deco-

rated that all who view them believe 

that Christmas has come early. One 

thing that these decorated homes 

have in common is that they are all 

synced by a single transmission and 

are coordinated to twinkle, flash, 

flicker, chase, fade in and out, via a 

transmission coming from Gene and 

Kathie Schobinger’s garage. This 

year marks the third annual lights 

and music show in Gardner. 

The lights transmission is coordi-

nated through 16 circuits. Each house 

has a control box that connects to the 

different lighting units in the yard, 

such as individual trees. The program 

used allows Gene to fade, flash, ramp 

up or ramp down the lights on all re-

ceiver houses. Two transmissions are 

sent from the Schobinger’s house. One 

signal transmits Christmas music 

and scripture verses throughout the 

town via a FM radio station, and the 

other signal transmits to the houses’ 

controller box and syncs the lights. 

“Each year it gets bigger with bet-

ter quality. It’s fun and affordable,” 

Kathie said.
The current program includes 

three Bible verses and 10 different 

songs, all of which are subject to 

change. The light display is depen-

dent on the layout of each family’s 

house and by colors and shapes. The 

Schobinger’s plan to add a light-

up train within the next week or so 

for their three-year-old grandson to 

enjoy.
On one tree in the Schobinger’s 

front yard, there are 11,000 LED 

lights. A good percentage of the lights 

used in the display are LED and the 

Schobinger’s are working towards 

someday having all LED bulbs.

“Over half of the lights used in the 

display are LED. We’re trying to be 

green. Also, if they weren’t, we would 

need a lot more power,” Gene said.

The Schobinger’s yard had 150 

lit candy canes last year. Due to this 

year’s wet autumn and a water leak, 

Gene was unable to place the candy 

canes in his yard. Instead, he placed 

them, along with another 170 candy 

canes, giving them a total of 320, in 

the lot adjacent to his home, which 

is the site of his family-run business, 

Swen Weathervanes. Two additional 

houses donned the lights this year, 

making a total of eight, plus the 
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Make sure your home 
is ready for winter 

Be sure to cut down any branches that are close to your home 

that may fall on it during a winter storm. 

Fire contained at rural Amenia shop

On Dec. 3, sixteen fire fighters 

with the Casselton Fire Department 

worked to put out a fire at a shop in 

rural Amenia. 
The fire caused moderate dam-

age to the shop which was located 

on the farm of Paul Erb, 2636 154th 

Ave S.E.

There were no injuries sustained 

in the incident, which the fire de-

partment believes was started by a  

wood stove. 
Also responding to the scene were 

the Casselton Ambulance Service 

and Deputy Dan Hermann with the 

Cass County Sheriff’s Office. 

“Cops and Kids” offers 

Christmas hope 

Tracy Mayo (left) helped wrapped the presents picked out by 

Sean, 10, Tyler, 10 and Terri, 12. Mayo is one of a few volunteers who 

are from Microsoft Corporation or friends of the Microsoft Corpora-

tion employees. 

By Amanda Gades 

Dec. 6 was an extra special day 

for 34 young children in Cass Coun-

ty. They got their very own shopping 

spree worth $75 and a police escort to 

add to the fun. 
The 15th annual “Cops and Kids” 

event was sponsored by the Fraternal 

Order of Police, #1 Red River Valley 

Lodge, which is a collaboration of the 

Cass County Sheriff’s Office, the Fargo 

and West Fargo police departments 

and North Dakota Highway Patrol. 

Volunteers from the Cass County Sher-

iff’s Office and West Fargo and Fargo 

police departments assisted with the 

event. About 25 to 30 law enforcement 

By Amanda Gades

Before we are fully engrossed in 

the winter season, it’s important for 

homeowners to have that last look to 

see if their home is ready for weather 

change. 
Here’s an overview of things to do 

and items to have ready and available 

in your home. 
A checklist of tasks 

Make sure that you have holes or 

gaps sealed off around the doors or 

windows. This can be done by apply-

ing weather stripping, putting plastic 

on windows or using expandable foam, 

explained Brian Braake, manager of 

the Moorhead True Value, which has 

the same owners as the Kindred True 

Value. 
Jeff Cote of Cote Mechanical, LLC 

recommends that you check your attic 

insulation, blow out the water lines, 

service the furnace/boiler to make 

sure that it is running efficiently and 

check the exhaust on the roof. 

Also, make sure that the sewer 

vents are clear so that you don’t get 

sewer gas in your home Cote stated. 

Clean the gutters and roof and 

remove and replace shingles that are 

loose or have fallen off, suggests an ar-

ticle on the eHow website. 

Outdoor furniture should be cov-

ered with waterproof material or 

stowed inside a garage or other stor-

age area. 
If you are planning on a winter get 

away, put the thermostat at 50 de-

grees suggests Cote. Throw away all 

food or liquids that will spoil during 

your time away as well.  

Winter - Page A-2

Cops - Page A-2

Whistle Free Zone will be on ballot

Gardner gets glitzy for Christmas 

with annual lighting displays

PHOTOS BY SARAH SORVAAG / THE REPORTER

The Schobinger’s added twinkling snowflakes to their fence this year. Their yard is lit from top to 

bottom.

A couple of the Schobinger’s neighbors have quite the sense of 

humor. A next door neighbor has lights that spell ditto and an arrow 

that points to the Schobinger’s home, while another neighbor has 

lights that spell bah humbug.

Lighting - Page A-2

With current estimates from SRF Consulting, the railroad Quiet Zone will 

cost approximately $1.3 million, with a possible grant from the state of North 

Dakota for up to $225,000. 

Whistle - Page A-3
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Page 
Community 

Billboard
Wednesday Worship Ser-

vices will be conducted in area 
Lutheran Churches on March 17 
at 5:30 p.m. in Trinity Church, 
Ayr; Our Savior, Page at 6:30 
with a Soup and sandwich sup-
per being served at 5:45 p.m. and 
Redeemer in Hope at 7 p.m.

Hope-Page School Banquet 
will be held Friday, March 26 at 
6 p.m. in the Page School.

Hope-Page Prom will be 
March 27 in the Page School. 
Photos will be at 6 p.m. A Post-
Prom Party will be after the 
Prom.

Page Fun and Friendship 
Senior Citizens will hold the 
birthday dinner on Wednesday, 
March 31 at noon in the Senior 
Center. The meal will be catered 
by the Page Cafe.

The Page American Legion Aux-
iliary Morton-Reger Unit #154 held 
the March meeting on Tuesday af-
ternoon, March 9 in the home of Di-
ane and Lee Wade. 

The American Flag, Auxiliary 
Flag and Prisoner of War Flag were 
displayed.

President Marion Iverson opened 
the meeting with the Pledge and Sa-
lute to the American Flag. A stanza 
of the National Anthem was sung, 
led by Melanie Mewes. The Pream-
ble to the Constitution was read in 
unison.

Four members answered roll call. 
This was the first meeting since No-
vember and the minutes of the Octo-
ber meeting and the November ac-
tivities were reviewed. Apples were 
presented to Page School faculty 
during National Education Week. 
No meetings were held during the 
winter months, but three boxes of 
valentines and a special valentine 
for our adopted veteran were sent to 
the Lisbon Soldiers’ Home. A blood 
drive was sponsored on February 
3 with Diane Wade as coordinator. 
Comments were made. Twenty-one 
people donated blood, five of them 
were first time donors. Having an-
other blood drive in three months 
was mentioned, if no others would 
sponsor one.

Six junior girls are elibible to 
attend Girls’ State. Four of them 
expressed an interest in attending, 
and three wrote essays about why 
they would like to attend. Plans are 
being made to try to sponsor all four 
girls June 6-11 at UND. Tuition for 
junior girls is to be sent in by April 
1.

The treasury balance on hand 
was listed and a donation to the 
Hope/Page Post Prom event was 
deducted. Pins are to be ordered for 
those who did not receive them. Cop-
ies of two new Officers’ Handbooks 
were also to be ordered.

Much correspondence had ar-

rived since the past meeting and 
forms arrived to be completed for 
annual activities. Letter from dis-
trict offices were read. A tax emempt 
and ID number is to be sent in by 
the treasurer. Several requests for 
funds were received including Mu-
sic Camp, Special Olympics, Salva-
tion Army and Prairie Public TV. 
The Auxiliary may donate later if 
enough funds are available.

Information was given regarding 
the Spring District meeting to be 
held in Harwood on March 23. 

A membership report was given. 
Page is one of the few units to have 
reached goal of 43 members.

The birthday of the American 
Legion was mentioned. Our adopt-
ed veteran in the Lisbon Soldiers’ 
Home is Roger Drobash. An Easter 
greeting card will be sent to him. We 
remember him on his birthday and 
holidays.

April is Children and Youth 
Month and information will be giv-
en at the next meeting April 13 in 
the home of Diane and Lee Wade. A 
speaker for Memorial Day was men-
tioned. More plans for Memorial 
Day will be discussed at the April 
meeting.

Poppy Chairman Diane Wade 
reported that the 2008 poppies had 
arrived and after discussion the 
date for Poppy Day was set for May 
16. Bulletin covers were chosen for 
the Memorial Day service bulletin. 
Some plans for Memorial Day have 
been made.

The lunch money and offering 
money for The Rape and Abuse Cri-
sis Center were to be turned over to 
the treasurer for deposit and distri-
bution.

Diane Wade served lunch.

Page American 
Legion Auxiliary met

The congregation of the Colgate 
Presbyterian Church has completed 
the construction of their new church 
and are making plans to move in. 
The old church was donated to a 
Hutterite group in the Tower City 
area and the Hutterites plan to 
move the church this week if roads 
and weather conditions permit. A 
special Easter service is scheduled 
in the new Colgate Church.

The Hannah, Ruth and Elizabeth 
Morning Circles of Our Savior Lu-
theran Church had a potluck meet-
ing together in the parish building 
of the church on Wednesday. The 
Rachel Evening Circle had their 
meeting Wednesday evening after 
the Lenten Worship in the church. 
The Mary Afternoon Circle did not 
have a March meeting. The Circles 
are rotating to host the Thursday 
Quilting Days. Two more Thursdays 
are left.

The City of Page experienced  a 
water main break, so water service 
was shut off on Thursday to repair 
the break. There was no school in 
Page Thursday, and some other ac-
tivities were canceled. A temporary 
repair was made, and the water ser-

vice was turned on again for Friday 
and Saturday, when more people 
would be in town for the funeral ser-
vice of Wayne Erickson. The water 
service was shut off for a few hours 
on Sunday afternoon to finish the 
repair work and school could be held 
on Monday.

Anne Schaffer came Thursday for 
the foot clinic and though the water 
was shut off for repair, she trimmed 
nails for eight patients at the Senior 
Center. 

Allene Thorson was hospitalized 
in Innovis Health Center, Fargo, af-
ter she suffered a stroke on Monday 
last week. After she was released 
from Innovis Hospital. Allene is re-
ceiving rehabilitation care in Elim 
Care Center, Fargo.

Ole Erickson had gallbladder sur-
gery in MeritCare Hospital, Fargo 
last week. He was released from the 
hospital on Friday in time to attend 
the funeral service of his brother, 
Wayne Erickson, on Saturday.

Joe and Carol Harbeke returned 
last week after spending several 
weeks in their winter home in Ari-
zona.

Quite a few Page friends attend-

ed the funeral of Audrie Cameron 
in the Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Ayr on Wednesday. Pastors Jeff and 
Elizabeth Davis officiated at the ser-
vice. Ayr women served a noon din-
ner after the service.

Many family members have come 
to the Wayne and Joanne Erickson 
home the past week to visit, and to 
attend the funeral service of Wayne 
on Saturday. 

Among the many former Page 
residents coming to attend the fu-
neral service of friend Wayne Er-
ickson were Jerry Smith and Wil-
lis (Kayo) Mollins, Fargo, Bernard 
Morgan, Fargo, Jane Raaen, Gran-
din, and a former teacher, Marga-
ret (Pederson) Johnson, and many 
“Square Dance Friends.”

Page friends and relatives at-
tended Cody Miller’s wedding and 
reception in Fargo on Saturday eve-
ning.

Curt Knutson is starting an ex-
ercise clinic in Page, with not too 
strenuous exercise, several evenings 
each week, at 6:30 p.m. No charge. 
Anyone interested, call Curt at 668-
2516. 

Women of Our Savior Lutheran 
Church (WELCA) had the March 
monthly meeting in the parish 
building of the church on Wed. af-
ternoon, March 3. Thirteen women 
and Pastor Jeff and Pastor Liz at-
tended. Hannah Circle members 
served lunch.

The business meeting opened 
with a welcome by President Diane 
Wade and she led in the reciting of 
the organization’s purpose. Secre-
tary minutes of the Feb. meeting 
were read, with the correction of 
an omission that a motion had been 
made that the Eternal Candle be 
placed on the altar and the motion 
had carried. Correspondence re-
ceived included thank yous for serv-
ing after the Harry Davis funeral, 
and for serving after the funeral 
service of Allen Langdahl. Thank 
yous were read from college stu-
dents Jess Lindseth, Kate Herz and 
Tiffany Renard for Valentine boxes 
they received from the WELCA. The 
notes are displayed for viewing on 
the WELCA bulletin board.

Marilyn Thompson gave the trea-
sury report, starting with beginning 
balances. Income received included 
payment for serving for funerals 
and the offerings from WELCA and 
Circles. Expenses included payment 
for groceries when food is served, 
for quilt batting and 60 percent of 
offerings to the ELCA. The balances 

in checking, savings and CD were 
given and the working balance.

The Mission Action Report by 
Juneal Koenig mentioned thank 
yous to those who had sewed quilt 
tops at home. Quilts and fabric for 
high school seniors quilts were dis-
cussed. Some times parents have 
chosen and/or furnished fabrics. 
The Church Women would like to 
choose and furnish the fabrics and 
make the quilts as a gift to the se-
niors, as the procedure was origi-
nally. Having a quilting fund was 
discussed, as Thrivent has not been 
so generous in contributing funds 
for quilting. 

In the Mission Community Re-
port, Denise Hagen told that the 
annual World Day of Prayer would 
be Friday, March 5 at 10 a.m. in the 
Senior Center in Hope. Denise also 
mentioned that no date had been set 
for church cleaning, but date should 
be before spring field work begins.

Cindy Whitmore said that the 
new linens should be washed with 
gentle care. She had a guide for care 
of altar linens, and this would be 
placed in the drawer where linens 
are stored. Old linens could be made 
into baptismal towels.

Nola Satrom had not attended 
any Bethany Homes Auxiliary 
meetings, so there was no report to 
be given. 

Books from the Church Library 

were on display, and a brief review 
of each one was given by Carol 
Flickinger. 

A box to place cell phones for re-
cycling is placed in the narthex of 
the church. 

Plans are being made to pur-
chase new tablecloths for tables in 
the fellowship room. Diane Wade 
will have samples of materials and 
designs on display on quilting day.

The next business meeting will 
be April 7, 2010.  Items for layettes 
will be collected with Rachel Circle 
in charge. 

Daffodil Sunday will be March 
28. 

Information was given regarding 
a Cluster Gathering to be April 24 
in Aurdal Lutheran Church, Port-
land. 

Ruth, Elizabeth and Hannah 
Circles will host the last three quilt-
ing Thursdays in March. 

Women were reminded of Lent-
en Services with supper each Wed. 
evening.

Items were brought for pack-
ing Health Kits and Mary Circle 
members were in charge of packing 
Health Kits.

The meeting closed by all sing-
ing “Beneath the Cross of Jesus,” 
with Juneal Koenig playing piano 
accompaniment.

Page
Meals are served Tuesday, Thurs-

day and Friday at the Page Cafe 
with home delivery Monday through 
Friday. All meals include milk.

Monday, March 22 - Hot roast 
beef sandwich, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, baby carrots and lime 
jello with pears and topping

Tuesday, March 23 - Barbecue 
ribs, baked potato with sour cream, 
California blend vegetables, creamy 
cucumbers and bread pudding with 
topping

Wednesday, March 24 - Beef 
stew, baking powder biscuits, green 
beans, marinated vegetable salad 
and molasses cookie

Thursday, March 25 - Tatortot 
hotdish, Riviera blend vegetables, 
Captain’s salad, garlic breadstick 
and rhubarb crisp with topping

Friday, March 26 - Baked cod 
with fettucini sauce, parslied pota-
toes, creamy coleslaw, tropical fruit 
and banana bread

Hunter 
Community 

Billboard
Presbyterian Women  will 

meet Wednesday, March 17 at 
2 p.m. in the church. Program 
is Lesson 3 led by Roberta Tee-
garden. Least Coin by Jeanne 
Paulson. Hostess is Roberta Tee-
garden.

Lenten Service will be 
Wednesday, March 17 in the 
Grandin Presbyterian Church. 
Soup and sandwich supper at 6 
p.m. Choir practice at 6:30 p.m. 
Service “I am the Resurrection 
and the Life” at 7 p.m. with cof-
fee following.

First Lutheran WELCA hosted a 
birthday party for the March birth-
days of Alice Larson and Bernice 
Norquist at the Good Samaritan 
Center, Arthur on Wednesday af-
ternoon, March 10. Attending were 
Alice and Bernice, Pastor Julie 
Tillberg, Lorraine Ramstad, Betty 
Moen, Shirley Hudson, Peggy Moen 
and Bill Burkholder.

Don and Barb Grant, Fargo and 
David and Patsy Madsen attended 
the 90th birthday party for Pearl 
Palmer in Benson, Minn. on Satur-
day afternoon, March 13. 

Steve Erbstoesser, Apple Valley, 
Minn., spent Monday, March 15 to 
Wednesday, March 17 with his par-
ents, Clint and LaVerle Erbstoess-
er.

Alice Larson, Arthur was honored 
on her 98th birthday with cake and 
coffee for family and friends in the 
Hunter Cafe and Bakery on Friday 
afternoon, March 12. The party was 
hosted by her son and daughter-in-
law, Regg and Myrna Wenaas and 

family, Perham, Minn. Alice was 98 
years on Sunday, March 14.

Dinner guests Sunday, March 14 
of Tessa Fenske and Jeremy Strail 
in Lidgerwood were Jenna Fenske 
and Jackson, Fargo, Lucy Fenske, 
Kyle and Kori Fenske and Lindsey.

John and Joyce Jorgensen attend-
ed the funeral for Dorothy (Enge-
sather) Beihoffer at the First Pres-
byterian Church, Windom, Minn., 
on Wednesday, March 10. Enroute 
home on Thursday, they spent time 
with Barry and Kerry Sauer and 
Anna Frances (former Hunter resi-
dents) in Lismore, Minn.

Bob and Renee Teegarden and 
Isaac Teegarden, Fargo, were Sun-
day, March 14 dinner guests of Ro-
berta Teegarden. Linda Teegarden 
and Beth Meyers were Sunday af-
ternoon coffee guests.

Many area residents attended 
the lutefisk and meatball supper 
in the Elm River Lutheran Church, 
Galesburg on Sunday, March 14.

Page Gladys Jondahl-Morton 668-2500 Hunter Jeanne Paulson 874-2335

Congregate Meals

Page WELCA 

Weston added that the decision 
for starting earlier in August stems 
partly from the beginning of fall 
sports and that the debate goes both 
ways as some student-athletes par-
ticipate in extracurricular sports af-
ter graduation. The calendar will not 
be finalized until April or early May.

Bridgette Bitzegaio’s resignation 
from her position as the elementary 
music teacher was accepted.

“We appreciate she’s given us this 
letter early because it’s a tough posi-
tion to fill,” Kost said.

The superintendent’s report in-
cluded the potential need for an as-
sistant softball coach, schedule for 
committee meetings, and the baseball 
grandstand seating construction. 

Originally there were 15 girls 
signed up for fast pitch softball. Cur-
rently there are 20 girls signed up for 
the team.

“We don’t have a criteria in place  
for the specific number once you 
reach the threshold that then we add 
an assistant coach,” Weston stated.

The board discussed the potential 
addition of an assistant coach if 20 or 
more girls show up and stay out for 
the team following next week’s first 
practice.

“I would wait and see how many 
kids stay out and if it drops below 20 
and if we’re talking 16 to 17 kids,” 
Scott Kost said.

Weston agreed to wait until the 
season gets fully underway before 
exploring the need for an assistant 
softball coach.

Weston updated the board on the 
status of the baseball grandstand 
seating construction. The stadium is 
scheduled to be delivered on Monday, 
March 22, depending on the weath-
er.

“It won’t take them long if they 
get the material here. They’ll get it 
up in about a week,” Weston said.

In elementary school news, Jump 
Rope for Heart is scheduled for April 
6-10 and the activity portion will 
take place during Phy. Ed. classes. 
There is also a new online donation 
opportunity available for Jump Rope 
for Heart.

The Irish-themed Artist in Resi-
dence, Wilson and McKee, is set for 
April 19-23.

The fifth grade visited the Fargo 
Air Museum on March 10 and at-
tended the Aviation Career Day, held 
every other year. Bastian explained 
that the event was greatly enjoyed by 
the students. 

The next school board meeting 
will be held April 12 at 6 p.m. in Con-
ference Room A.

Calendar - From Page 2

Cass County 
Reporter
PO Box 190, 

Casselton, ND 58012

701-347-4493
news@ccreporter.com

Speak!

Need 
Advertising?

Cass County Reporter
PO Box 190

Casselton, ND 58012

ads@ccreporter.com
701-347-4495

We have all 
your printing 

needs!

Call us today to 
see what we can do 

for you!

347-4493



Americans are slowly getting 
back to Mother Earth on a family-
by-family basis, according to Ron 
Smith, North Dakota State Univer-
sity Extension Service horticultur-
ist.

“According to a questionnaire 
by the Garden Writers Association 
Foundation, more than 41 million 
U.S. households (38 percent) grew 
a vegetable garden in 2009,” Smith 
says. “Also, more than 19.5 million 
households grew an herb garden 
and 16.5 million households grew 
fruits during the same period.”

There was a definite growth in 
edible gardening in 2009 by both 
experienced and new gardeners. 
Among those who grew edible gar-
dens last year, 92 percent had pre-
vious experience and seven percent 
were new to edible gardening.

One-third of the experienced 
gardeners reported growing more 
edibles in 2009 than in the previ-
ous year, while 46 percent reported 
growing about the same. More than 
a third of the households say they 
will increase their vegetable gar-
dening efforts in the 2010 growing 
season, with the balance responding 
as undecided, maintaining the same 

level or will plant less (one percent) 
this year.

“The main reason given for in-
creasing or maintaining this veg-
etable gardening interest for next 
year was to supplement their food 
supply,” Smith says.

The newcomers reported getting 
most of their gardening information 
from friends, followed by Web sites, 
magazines, books, retailers and 
newspapers.

Demographically, the southern 
part of the U.S. led the nation with 
the most participants in vegetable 
gardening, while the west was the 
lowest. As for age groups, the 25-

to-44 age group was the highest in 
vegetable gardening.

“In spite of the mountainous 
snow our region is under, seed dis-
plays are starting to show up in 
retail garden outlets,” Smith says. 
“Consumers thinking about growing 
vegetables, herbs or flowers from 
seed should pay an early visit to 
their local retail garden centers and 
make their selections. Then follow 
the directions on the packet for get-
ting the seeds established. Waiting 
until all the snow melts may result 
in some disappointment because 
the seed selection will be greatly re-
duced.”

Agriculture March 17, 2010
Cass County ReporterA-12

BRENNAN
Why not have it all?
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When the sun is out, the calves, 
cows and horses are happy. The 
rancher, farmer and family are hap-
py.

A long period without sunny days 
definitely turns the tide away from 
happiness. Perhaps that is why the 
saying “a cloudy day” has so many 
meanings.

Sunlight impacts living things 
because they need sunlight to sur-
vive. 

The biological pathways of living 
things depend on sunshine. Sunlight 
is converted into biological com-
pounds that exist within the bodies 
of living things.

Photoreceptors in the retina of 
the eye can be activated by light. 
These receptor cells send neural im-
pulses deep into the brain to sites 
such as the hypothalamus.

The hypothalamus passes these 
impulses through an assortment of 
pathways that end up in the pineal 
gland, which also is deep within the 
brain. The pineal gland converts the 
neural signals into hormonal out-
puts that tell the various parts of 
the body what is going on in the big-
ger picture.

Only in recent times has the in-
tricate pathway been fully appreci-
ated through the link between the 
external environment and the inter-
nal regulation of seasonal responses. 
Yes, every cell within living things 
knows what season is active.

Many functions in life depend 
on a clear seasonal signal through 
sunshine. An obvious example is 
fertility. Seasonal fertility is repre-
sented by two broad classifications, 
which are short daylight length (fall 
to winter) and long daylight length 
(spring to summer).

Short daylight length breeders 
include common sheep and most 
wild deer species. Long daylight 
length breeders include horses and 
the common hamster.

Domestic cattle (the ones scat-
tered around our farms and ranches) 
are not known to have a significant 
response to daylight length when 
it comes to fertility. Interestingly, 
some of their wild cousins do.

The bottom line is that there are 
real reasons that sunlight is good. 
Sunlight allows us to better navi-
gate the day by helping regulate 
daily body functions.

For a better appreciation, ani-
mals need to give birth when the 
environment is best suited for the 
survival of their offspring. This hap-
pens naturally.

Natural selection only allows 
those animals that have the correct 
settings to their respective repro-
ductive systems in place to survive. 
This allows for the offspring to be 
born when the weather is suited to 
their needs and forage is available 

for the production of mother’s milk 
and animal growth.

Our domestication and subse-
quent attempts at utilizing beef 
cattle for efficient food production 
needs to constantly strive to in-
crease efficiency. At the same time, 
beef production needs to stay in 
balance with the many complicated 
biological processes that keep liv-
ing systems alive and in sync with 
Mother Nature.

As producers, we cannot take 
credit for the biochemical, physi-
ological or genetic makeup of do-
mestic cattle. However, we can rec-
ognize that beef cattle are products 
of a natural  selection process that 
cannot be altered very easily.

Forces of natural selection that 
were present when beef cattle were 
domesticated several thousand years 
ago still are present today. Many at-
tempts at modifying cattle biology 
have failed because we do not fully 
understand the complex mecha-
nisms that regulate the physiologi-
cal processes that sustain life.

By increasing our understanding 
of biological processes, there may be 
more successes at improving beef 
production. However, for today, no 
sun, so no fun because we do know 
there is a link between sunlight and 
how we feel.

For the people who take care of 
the cows and calves, a cloudy day is 
still a cloudy day, even with all that 
we have learned about cattle pro-
duction. These sunless days mean 
more bedding for fresh calves, keep-
ing a more watchful eye on yester-
day’s calves and a little more time to 
remind ourselves that the sun really 
is there. We just have to wait for its 
full effects.

Keep warm and remember that 
the spring sun will come soon. 

May you find all your ear tags. 
Your comments are always wel-

come at http://www.BeefTalk.com.

BeefTalk
By Kris Ringwall, Extension Beef Specialist
NDSU Extension Service

Soybean yields may increase in 
fields with iron-deficiency chlorosis 

By Ted Helms, NDSU Plant Sci-
ences Department, and R. Jay Goos 
and David Franzen, NDSU Soil Sci-
ences Department

Variety selection is one of the 
best ways to manage iron-deficiency 
chlorosis (IDC) problems in soy-
beans. IDC symptoms include yel-
lowing between the veins of the 
trifoliate leaves and can result in 
growing-point death. With precision 
planting and global positioning sys-
tems, it may be possible in the fu-
ture to plant two different varieties 
on the same field.

Growers can map their fields to 
show those areas that are suscep-
tible to IDC. Producers need to map 
the field in a year when they grew 
soybeans on that field and a year 
when the IDC areas showed up as 
yellow soybeans in the early vegeta-
tive stages.

Research shows that soil factors, 
such as pH, salt content and cal-
cium carbonate levels, are associ-
ated with IDC symptoms, but these 
soil measurements cannot be used 
to map the IDC-prone areas of the 

field.
There are genetic differences 

among varieties for IDC. Some soy-
bean varieties are less susceptible 
to IDC because they are genetically 
bred for tolerance. One way to evalu-
ate the tolerance of a variety to IDC 
is to use visual ratings at the early 
vegetative and flowering stages. 
Many different varieties are planted 
in replicated, side-by-side tests and 
the amount of yellowing is scored. 
Visual IDC symptoms are reported 
by North Dakota State University 
publication “North Dakota Soybean 
Performance Testing 2010 (A-843),” 
online at http://www.soilsci.ndsu.
nodak.edu/yellowsoybeans/ and also 
by seed companies. Growers use 
these ratings to identify the best va-
riety for those fields that are known 
to have past IDC symptoms.

Research was conducted in 2006 
and 2007 on North and South Da-
kota fields that had a past history 
of IDC. The same 18 varieties were 
planted on the portion of the field 
that had IDC and another area of 
that same field that did not. The 

objective was to determine whether 
the varieties with the least amount 
of yellowing, due to IDC symptoms, 
also were the highest-yielding va-
rieties on IDC areas. A second ob-
jective was to determine whether 
yield could be increased by planting 
two different varieties on the same 
field.

Our results showed that when 
two varieties had the same visual 
IDC rating, one variety was higher 
yielding than the other variety on 
the IDC areas. For example, when 
we compare two varieties, each with 
a visual rating of 2.5, we found that 
one variety yielded 42 bushels per 
acre and the other variety yielded 
32 bushels per acre on the IDC area 
of the same field.

Visual ratings for IDC are useful 
to identify a tolerant variety. How-
ever, visual ratings for IDC, com-
bined with yield evaluation on IDC 
ground, was the best way to select 
a variety that had IDC tolerance as 
well as high yield on IDC areas. We 
also found that varieties that were 
not tolerant to IDC often were the 

highest-yielding variety to plant on 
the areas of a field that did not have 
IDC.

This suggests that farmers could 
increase the yield of a field by plant-
ing an IDC-tolerant variety on the 
IDC areas of a field and plant a dif-
ferent, high-yielding variety on the 
areas of the field that do not typi-
cally have IDC. Yields on the whole 
field could be increased by two and 
one half to five bushels per acre by 
planting two different varieties on 
the same field. This research sug-
gests that planters that will use 
GPS coordinates to switch variet-
ies as the planter travels across the 
field need to be developed and mar-
keted.

This research was supported by 
a soybean check-off grant funded by 
the North Central Soybean Program 
and North Dakota Soybean Council. 
The entire article can be found at 
https://www.agronomy.org/publica-
tions/agronomy-journal/view/102-2/
aj09-0317-pub.pdf and will be avail-
able in print in the March-April vol-
ume of the Agronomy Journal.

The storability of grain depends 
on grain quality, moisture content 
and temperature.

Grain moisture content must 
decrease as grain temperature in-
creases to store grain safely, says 
Ken Hellevang, North Dakota State 
University Extension Service grain 
drying expert.

The allowable storage time for 
22 percent moisture corn is about 
190 days at 30 degrees, 60 days at 
40 degrees and only 30 days at 50 
degrees. Therefore, as stored grain 
temperature increases, the grain 
moisture content must decrease for 
safe storage. The allowable storage 
time for 18 percent moisture corn at 
50 degrees is 90 days.

Stored grain temperature in-
creases in the spring due to outdoor 
temperatures increasing and solar 
heat gain on the bin. Solar energy 
produces more than twice as much 
heat on the south wall of a bin in 
early spring than during the sum-
mer. This causes grain temperature 
to increase rapidly in the spring.

Immature grain and grain with 
damage to the seed coat is more 
prone to storage problems, so the 
grain should be stored at a lower 
moisture content than normal, 
Hellevang says. Also, stored grain 
should be monitored more closely to 
detect any storage problems early. 
Grain temperature and moisture 
content should be checked every two 

weeks during the spring and sum-
mer. Grain should be examined for 
insect infestations as well.

Corn needs to be dried to 13 per-
cent moisture for summer storage to 
prevent spoilage. Soybeans should 
be dried to 11 percent, wheat to 13 
percent, barley to 12 percent and oil 
sunflowers to eight percent for sum-
mer storage.

Grain should be kept cool during 
spring and summer storage. Period-
ically run aeration fans to keep the 
grain temperature below 40 degrees 
during the spring.

When checking the moisture con-
tent of stored grain, verify that the 
moisture content measured by the 
meter has been adjusted for grain 
temperature. In addition, remem-
ber that moisture measurements of 
grain at temperatures below about 
40 degrees are not accurate, Hell-
evang says.

Verify the accuracy of the mea-
surement by warming the grain 
sample to room temperature in a 
sealed plastic bag before measuring 
the moisture content.

Hellevang says another prob-
lem is that grain storage molds will 
grow and grain spoilage will occur in 
grain bags unless the grain is dry. 
Grain in the bags will be at aver-
age outdoor temperatures, so grain 
will deteriorate rapidly as outdoor 
temperatures increase unless it is 
at recommended summer storage 

moisture contents.
Corn at moisture contents ex-

ceeding 20 percent should be dried 
in a high-temperature dryer because 
of the potential for corn field molds 
to continue to grow at moisture con-
tents exceeding about 20 percent 
when grain temperature increases 
above about 40 degrees.

For natural air drying, assure 
that the airflow rate supplied by the 
fan is at least one cubic foot per min-
ute per bushel (cfm/bu) and the ini-
tial corn moisture does not exceed 20 
percent. Start drying when the out-
side air temperature averages about 
40 degrees. Below that temperature, 
the moisture-holding capacity of the 
air is so small that very little drying 
occurs.

An airflow rate of at least one 
cfm/bu is recommended to naturally 
air dry up to 16 percent moisture 
soybeans. The expected drying time 
with this airflow rate will be about 
50 days. The allowable storage time 
for 18 percent moisture soybeans is 
only about 40 days at 50 degrees, so 
a minimum airflow rate of 1.5 cfm/
bu is recommended to naturally air 
dry 18 percent moisture soybeans.

For more information, visit 
NDSU’s grain drying, handling and 
storage Web site at http://’www.
ag.ndsu.nodak.edu/abeng/posthar-
vest.htm.

The rate of drying of corn left in 
fields last fall has been slow but steady, 
according to Joel Ransom, North Da-
kota State University Extension Ser-
vice agronomist for cereal crops.

Ransom has been measuring the 
moisture level of corn in two Cass 
County fields with different hybrids 
that have not been harvested.

“From the middle of December, 
when the first moisture samples were 
taken, to March 5, the corn has been 
losing just slightly more than 0.1 per-
cent of moisture per day,” Ransom 
says. “This rate has been fairly consis-
tent throughout the measurement pe-
riod. This may seem agonizingly slow 
for those who are anxious to harvest, 
but we are now seeing moisture levels 
that are a bit more manageable.”

Though still too wet to store with-
out additional drying, the earlier hy-
brid sampled started out at 29 percent 
moisture but is now at 17 percent. The 
later hybrid started out at 31percent 
moisture but is now at 21 percent. 
With temperatures rising, the rate of 
dry down will start to accelerate.

“Most of the corn I’ve been moni-
toring is standing nicely and there has 
been no noticeable ear drop,” Ransom 
says. “This is good news for yield, but 
don’t expect an increase in the dried 
test weight for corn that did not reach 
maturity last fall.”

Mold growth on corn ears was very 
common last fall, so there is some con-
cern that it might flare up again and 
cause even more damage because of 
the warmer temperatures.

“With the drier corn that is now in 
the field, it is likely that the risk of re-
newed mold growth will be minimal,” 
Ransom says. “However, a prolonged 
rainy period before harvest could cause 
molds to become problematic again. 
Grain that has been affected by mold 
should be dried to a safe moisture lev-
el before putting it into storage. Once 
in the bin, grain that had some mold 
growth before harvest certainly will 
be more susceptible to further damage 
than sound grain.”

Corn in fields 
slowly drying

Wet stored grain will deteriorate

Rising trends in gardening to continue

North Dakota Farm Bureau has 
rolled out a new website (www.ndfb.
org) full of new features just in time for 
North Dakota Farm Bureau Week.

“Our members told us last sum-
mer in a focus group that they found 
it hard to find what they were looking 
for on our website,” said NDFB Com-
munications Specialist Lisa Davis. 
“They also said they would like to be 
able to choose the Farm Bureau news 
that was most interesting to them.”

The result is a much more “intui-
tive” organizational structure and a 
MyNDFB page that allows people 
to sign up and pull information they 
want from the various news channels 
on the site to their own page.

“I know every organization launch-
ing a new website talks about the im-
proved navigation and special features, 
but we really think we’ve addressed 
many of our members’ concerns and 
hopefully given them an outstand-
ing tool to use to keep up-to-date on a 
variety of issues, education programs 
and more,” said Dawn-Smith-Pfeifer, 
who manages North Dakota Farm 
Bureau’s online presence.

“We’ve also provided homepage 
links to our three specialty social net-
works as well as NDFB’s Facebook and 
Twitter pages,” Smith-Pfeifer said.

In addition, individuals may now 
donate to the NDFB Foundation 
through the site, as well as become a 
Farm Bureau member or renew their 
membership through the site.

“North Dakota Farm Bureau has 
taken a huge step forward with this 
redesign,” Davis said. “We encourage 
people to check it out and see what 
we’re all about and what we have to 
offer.”

New NDFB 
website

NDSU Top Yield 2009 
Dairyland’s 7985 
Beats all DK, Pioneer, Wensman, Nutech

Contact Kody Kyllo at 888-488-9650 • Cell: 701-361-0601

Summary of Top D/S, Dekalb, Pioneer 

D/S 7985 177.1 bu 20.2 % 51.8 TW 2 yr. avg   182.5 bu  21.7%   (1st)

DK 36-34VT 152.2 18.9 50.2 

D/S 6286 145.9 19.1 49.6 2 yr. avg   164.5       20.5%  

P39N99 145.4 20.4 52.0 2 yr. avg    145.4      20.9 %

P390V07 141 18.8 49

P39D97 128.7 19.0 50

DK 33-54 123.6 18.0 49.5 2 yr. avg   145           20.4%


